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Mother	Nature	kept	everyone	guessing	for	this	year’s	Installation	Rally	at	
Harmon	Lake	Campground	near	Mandan	September	14	‐	18.		For	those	who	
arrived	Wednesday	for	the	rally,	Bev	and	Vern	Zink	provided	a	hearty	dinner	
to	ward	off	the	evening	chill.		A	big	thank	you	goes	out	to	the	Zinks	for	all	their	
assistance	in	the	rally	preparations,	errands,	and	of	course,	a	warm	meal	after	
a	long	day	traveling	(or	work,	for	those	less	fortunate.)	

Airstreamers	from	throughout	the	region	got	the	rally	going,	even	with	less	
cooperative	weather.	Joining	the	Ruebels	were	Region	7	President	and	First	
Lady	Pete	and	Kathy	Yanke	from	Minnesota,	Chris	and	Bev	Wells	from	
Warren,	Manitoba,	Arlene	and	Jack	Bailey	of	Wyndmere,	Caroly	and	Bruce	
Coonrod	from	Pierre,	SD,	Art	Idso	and	Kathleen	Shultz,	Absaraka	and	
Lidgerwood,	Doug	and	Marie	Jensen	from	Aberdeen,	SD,	Kelley	and	Ryan	Jilek,	
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Rally	Season	closes	with	Installation	Rally	

Chris	Wells,	center	is	installed	as	2017	Unit	President,	with	First	Lady	
Bev	Wells	and	Region	7	President	Pete	Yanke	
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Notes	from	the	North	….																							By	Chris	Wells		
	 Fall	is	here	in	Manitoba	and	winter	is	just	around	
the	corner.		Lots	of	geese	heading	south	as	I	get	the	
trailer	ready	for	winter.			A	big	“Thank	You”	goes	to	
Larry	for	a	very	successful	year	for	our	club.			Unfortu‐
nately,	Bev	and	I	missed	some	of	the	rallies	as	our	
road	was	virtually	impassable	for	quite	a	while	this	
spring.			
	 Our	Monument	of	Peace	project	has	ϐinally	come	
to	a	tremendously	successful	conclusion.		The	dedica‐
tion	ceremony	will	go	down	as	the	highlight	of	our	
clubs	activities	since	the	charter	was	given.		The	hard	
work	and	tireless	dedication	of	Vern	and	Bev	Zink	to	make	this	happen	will	
always	be	remembered	in	the	club.		A	project	of	this	magnitude,	for	such	a	
small	club,	has	to	reϐlect	on	the	dedication	of	all	of	the	committee	members	
and	the	support	from	within	the	club.			It	shall	go	down	in	history.	
	 The	past	year	has	seen	some	changes	in	our	club	newsletter.		Cathy	Rubel	
has	handed	the	position	of	Editor	in	Chief	of	our	“Prairie	Rose”	newsletter	to	
Ryan	and	Kelley	Jilek.		Thank	you	Cathy,	from	everyone	associated	with	the	
club,	for	a	job	well	done.	I	will	miss	you	trying	to	pry	pictures	and	articles	for	
the	newsletter	from	a	person	that	is	almost	computer	illiterate.		And	to	Ryan	
and	Kelly,	we	look	forward	to	seeing	your	newsletters	with	a	new	and	differ‐
ent	perspective.	
	 The	year	ahead,	will	hopefully	give	members	of	the	unit	a	memorable	
year	of	travels.		Bev	and	I	hope	that	all	of	you	will	venture	north	to	our	ϐirst	
Unit	rally	“north	of	the	49th”.		It	will	be	a	“Buddy	Rally”	in	a	campground	just	
east	of	Brandon,	BryMar	Campground.		The	International	Rallies	held	in	Bran‐
don	were	some	of	the	best	attended	rallies	in	WBCCI	history	and	we	look	for‐
ward	to	seeing		everyone	in	Brandon.	

I	wish	all	of	you	the	best,	for	the	remainder	of	2016,	and	look	forward	to	an	
exciting	and	interesting	rally	season	for	2017.		Thank	you	all	for	your	support.		

‐	Chris	‐	

Unit	President	
Chris	Wells	#7394	

	
1st	Vice	President	
Jack	Bailey	#236	

	
2nd	Vice	President	
Rolly	Wall	#4008	

	
Treasurer	

Roxanne	Towles	#	4103	
	

Recording	Secretary	
Bev	Wells	#7394	

	
Membership	Co‐Chairs	

Doug	&	Marie	Jensen	#1753	
	

Nomination	Chair	
Larry	Ruebel	#10081	

	
Past	President	

Larry	Ruebel	#10081	
	

Newsletter	Editor	
Cathy	Ruebel	#10081	

2017	Calendar	of	Events		
May	19‐21,	2017	 Spring	“Shake	out	the	Cobwebs”	Rally,	City	

Campground,	Carrington,	ND	

May	20,	2017	 Spring	Luncheon,	Chieftain	Motel	dining	room,		
Carrington,	ND	

July	22‐29,	2017	 60th	International	Rally,	Escanaba,	Michigan	

June	5‐11,	2017	 Region	7	Rally,	Minneapolis,	MN	

June	22‐25,	2017	 Summer	Buddy	Rally,	BryMar	Campground,		
Brandon,	MB	

Sept.	14‐17,	2017	 Installation	Rally,	Jamestown	Campground,		
Jamestown,	ND	

If any Է us are 
planning a  

campout, please 
send an email to 
unit members for 
an impromptu 

weekend!!!  



 

 

Dickinson,	Judy	Koester	from	Cando,	Rose	and	Ron	Larson	of	
Bowman,	Allen	and	Roxanne	Towles	from	Hazel,	SD,	Rolly	and	
Wanda	Wall	from	Argusville,	and	Bev	and	Vern	Zink	all	the	way	
from	Bismarck.		

Thursday’s	happy	hour	and	dinner	was	moved	to	the	Ruebels’	
home	nearby.		Oktoberfest	dinner	brought	out	all	sorts	of	yummy	
ethnic	foods	–	the	recipes	for	many	of	the	weekend’s	treats	are	in	
this	newsletter!	Gut	Essen!	

Friday	morning	we	carpooled	into	Bismarck’s	Fraine	Barracks	for	a	
tour	of	the	State’s	Civil	Support	Team,	which	provides	support	for	
hazardous	materials.		Across	the	complex,	the	group	took	a	tour	of	
the	Emergency	Operations	Center	and	State	Radio,	which	provides	
911	operations	for	about	half	of	North	Dakota	
counties.			

For	dinner	that	evening,	Kelley	and	Ryan	Jilek	
demonstrated	how	to	prepare	and	bake	
campϐire	lasagna	in	Dutch	ovens	over	hot	coals.		
The	result	was	perfect	and	joined	by	a	
smorgasbord	of	accompanying	side	dishes.		
After	dinner,	the	Unit	Business	and	
Membership	Meeting	was	held	where	the	slate	
of	2017	ofϐicer	were	presented	by	the	
Nominating	committee.		See	the	minutes	of	the	
meeting	in	this	issue	of	the	newsletter.		
Together	with	great	conversation,	the	evening	

passed	quickly.	

Saturday	morning	the	group	headed	to	the	vicinity	of	the	
State	Capital	Grounds	to	get	front	row	seats	for	the	
Autumnfest	parade,	and	even	managed	to	score	a	few	
pieces	of	candy	to	add	to	the	enjoyment.		After	the	parade,	
some	people	went	back	downtown	to	the	Street	Fair	and	
others	went	back	to	the	camp	to	catch	the	big	football	
game	broadcast.		For	those	with	a	little	more	child‐like	
tendencies	headed	for	Papa’s	Pumpkin	Patch	for	a	good	
dose	of	season	ϐlavor.		All	proceeds	going	to	charity,	there	
were	train	rides,	zip	line	and	games	for	children	and	all	
sorts	of	seasonal	goodies	to	tempt	the	palate.	

Following	dinner	at	the	Mandan	Eagles	Club,	the	installation	of	unit	ofϐicers	was	performed	by	Region	
President	Pete	Yanke.		Chris	Wells	accepted	the	position	of	Unit	President,	with	Jack	Bailey	as	1st	Vice	
President,	2nd	Vice	President	Rolly	Wall,	and	Bev	Wells	and	Roxanne	Towles	continuing	as	Secretary	and	
Treasurer,	respectively.		Chris	brieϐly	spoke	of	his	plans	for	next	year’s	schedule	and	encouraged	everyone	to	

(Continued from page 1) 
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Fall	Installation	Rally	2016	Memories	
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FALL	BUSINESS	MEETING	
NORTH	DAKOTA	PEACE	GARDEN	

UNIT	
Mandan,	North	Dakota	
September	16,	2016	

	
The	Fall	Business	meeting	was	
called	to	order	by	President	Larry	
Ruebel	at	6:30	pm.		President	Rue‐
bel	declared	a	quorum	present.		
Members	present	were	Bailey,	
Coonrod,	Idso,	Jilek,	Jensen,	Kroes‐
ter,	Larson,	Ruebel,	Towles,	Wall,	
Wells,	and	Zink.		Guest,	Regional	
President	Pete	Yanke	and	First	Lady	
Kathy.	
	
Roll	Call	of	Ofϐicers:	
Present:	 	

President	Larry	Ruebel	
1st	Vice	President	 Chris	Wells	
2nd	Vice	President	Jack	Bailey	
Recording	Secretary	Bev	Wells	
Corresponding	Secretary	Lillian	

Thomson	(absent)	
Treasurer	Roxanne	Towles	
Past	President	Art	Idso	

	
President	Larry	Ruebel	thanked	Art	
Idso	and	Kathleen	Schultz	for	host‐
ing	the	rally	at	Absaraka.	

Secretary’s	Reports	Minutes	from	
Spring	Business	Meeting	of	May	7,	
2016	were	circulated	among	the	
members.		A	motion	was	made	by	
Ryan	Jilek	to	approve	the	minutes	as	
circulated	and	seconded	by	Rose	
Larson.		MOTION	CARRIED.	

Treasurer’s	Report	was	given	by	
Roxanne	Towles.		The	current	bank	

balance	is	$930.53.		There	was	
$20.00	income	and	$83.74	in	ex‐
penses.		Rally	fee	is	$5.00	per	per‐
son.	

Old	Business:	

Monument	of	Peace	Committee:		
President	Ruebel	thanked	everyone	
who	were	able	to	attend	the	ceremo‐
ny,	also	a	thank	you	to	the	commit‐
tee	members.		Vern	Zink	thanked	
everyone.	

Logo	Committee:		Discussion	about	a	
change	to	the	logo	and	how	the	logo	
would	be	used.		A	motion	was	made	
by	Bev	Zink	to	add	the	words	North	
Dakota,	South	Dakota	and	Manitoba	
around	the	current	logo	being	the	
Prairie	Rose	to	be	used	on	station‐
ary,	newsletter,	etc.	and	seconded	by	
Jack	Bailey.		MOTION	CARRIED.		Lar‐
ry	Ruebel	requested	and	agreed	by	
Ryan	Jilek	to	ϐix	up	the	logo.		A	mo‐
tion	was	made	by	Roxanne	Towles	
to	dissolve	the	Logo	Committee	and	
seconded	by	Cathy	Ruebel.		MOTION	
CARRIED.	

New	Business:	

Nominating	Committee:	

President:		Chris	Wells	
1st	Vice	President:		Jack	Bailey	
2nd	Vice	President:		Roland	Wall	
Secretary:		Bev	Wells	
Treasurer:		Roxanne	Towles	
Correspondence:		Bev	Wells	
Past	Presidents:		Larry	Ruebel,	

Art	Idso,	and	Bev	Zink	
	

A	motion	was	made	by	Cathy	Ruebel	

to	accept	slate	of	ofϐicers	as	present‐
ed	and	seconded	by	Art	Isdo.		MO‐
TIONED	CARRIED	

Regional	President	Peter	Yanke	pre‐
sented	Cathy	Ruebel	with	the	Pink	
Ribbon	for	the	District	Directory;	
Cathy	has	received	13	ribbons	for	
Best	of	Show.		The	Regional	Rally	
will	be	at	the	Minnesota	State	Fair	
Ground	June	5‐11,	2017,	tour	in	and	
around	East	St.	Paul.		Jane	Carmi‐
chael	is	the	Second	Vice	President	of	
Region	7.	

A	discussion	about	the	inventory	of	
items	was	held.		Ron	Larson	agreed	
to	store	the	grill.		A	motion	was	
made	by	Ron	Larsen	that	the	wood	
box	for	coffee	maker	be	donated	and	
seconded	by	Bev	Zink.		MOTIONED	
CARRIED		A	motion	was	made	by	
Rose	Larson	that	the	two	10	cup	cof‐
fee	makers	be	donated	and	second‐
ed	by	Wanda	Wall.		MOTIONED	CAR‐
RIED	

Unit	Newsletter:		Cathy	Ruebel	was	
presented	with	a	bouquet	of	ϐlowers	
in	appreciation	of	all	her	hard	work.		
The	newsletter	is	used	to	provide	
information	about	what	is	happen‐
ing,	completed	prior	to	the	rallies,	
April,	May,	June,	July,	regional,	and	
installation	and	a	requirement	for	
notiϐication	prior	to	a	meeting.		Ryan	
Jilek	offered	to	do	for	one	year.	

Allan	and	Roxanne	Towles	made	a	
motion	to	adjourn	at	8:35	p.m.	

Bev	Wells	
Secretary	

Unit	Meeting	Minutes	

The	End…and	the	Beginning	
As	many	of	you	have	already	know,	this	issue	of	the	newsletter	marks	the	end	of	thirteen	years	for	me	serving	
as	editor	of	this	club	publication.		In	the	new	year,	Ryan	Jilek	will	step	into	that	role	and	I	think	we	are	in	for	a	
treat.		Please	support	him	with	your	news	to	put	in	the	newsletter,	because	this	is	the	UNIT	newsletter	–	every‐
one’s	news.		I	very	much	appreciate	the	Jileks’	commitment	to	providing	this	service	to	our	unit	and	look	for‐
ward	to	seeing	the	fresh	look	they	will	bring	our	club	newsletter.		Thank	you	to	all	who	have	supported	our	
publications	these	past	years.			Larry	and	I	are	looking	forward	to	seeing	you	all	down	the	road!			—Cathy—	
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Knoephla	Soup	
By	Rose	Larson	

1	cup	chopped	onion	
1	cup	butter	
Cook	in	large	kettle	until	onions	are	translucent.	
Add	
4	quarts	water	
4	Tbsp.	Chicken	base	
2	lb.	pkg	frozen	dumplings	(thawed)	
Bring	to	a	rapid	boil.		When	dumplings	are	soft	,	add	
2	lbs.	cubed	potatoes.		Simmer	on	medium	heat	until	
potatoes	are	done.		Remove	from	heat.	
Add	
1	cup	heavy	whipping		
Salt	and	pepper	to	taste.	
To	reheat	use	low	so	the	cream	doesn't	curdle.	

	
Slow	Cooker	Hash	Brown	Casserole	
By	Rose	Larson	

2	cups	sour	cream	
1	can	(10¾	oz)	cream	of	potato	soup,	undiluted.	
2	cups	shredded	cheese	
1	small	onion,	ϐinely	chopped	
¼	tsp	salt	
¼	tsp	pepper	
1	(32	oz)	pkg	frozen	hash	brown	potatoes,	thawed.	
	

In	a	large	bowl	stir	together	until	hash	browns	are	
well	coated.		Coat	inside	of	slow	cooker	with	butter	
or	spray.		Spoon	hash	brown	mixture	into	the	slow	
cooker.		Cook	on	high	for	1½	hours,	then	reduce	to	
low	for	2½	hours.	

	
	

Red	Hot	Cinnamon	Jello	
By	Bev	Zink	

Dissolve	1	small	package	of	Eileen’s	Red	Hots	
cinnamon	candy	in	2	cups	of	boiling	water	
	
When	dissolved,	add	1	large	package	of	strawberry	
Jello	and	place	mixture	in	the	refrigerator	
until	it	begins	to	set	–	remove	and	stir	in	1½	cups	
chilled	apple	sauce,		along	with	2	cups	chilled	ginger	
ale.		Return	to	refrigerator	until	set	to	serve.	
	

Norwegian	Fruit	Sweet	Soup	
By	Arlene	Bailey	

1	package	prunes	
¾	cup	grape	juice		
2½	cups	raisins	
1	lemon	(cut	up)	
½	pkg	apricots	
⅔	cup	minute	tapioca	
4	cinnamon	sticks	
1	orange	peeled	(cut	up)	
1½	cups	sugar	
Ground	Cinnamon	to	taste	
	

Place	fruit	in	kettle,	add	cinnamon	sticks,	cover	with	
water	and	cook	over	medium	heat.		Add	tapioca	
when	fruit	is	broken,	stir	until	thickened.		Add	
orange,	lemon,	sugar	and	grape	juice.		Add	dry	
cinnamon	to	get	desired	taste.		Add	more	water	when	
needed.	
		

(Continued on page 6) 

Rally		
Recipe		
Roundup	

Pyrohy	
	

	 The	Ukranian	Cultural	Institute	in	Dickinson	was	
the	source	of	Jileks’	cottage	cheese	ϐilled	pyrohies.		
BUT,	they	are	available	in	2	lb.	bags	in	grocery	stores	
around	the	state.			
	 To	prepare	using	the	traditional	method:		Place	
three	quarts	of	water	into	a	kettle.		Add	salt	and	a	few	
drops	of	oil.		Bring	the	water	to	a	rolling	boil.		Drop	
12	to	15	buttons	into	the	boiling	water.		Stir	gently	
with	a	wooden	spoon	to	prevent	buttons	from	stick‐
ing	to	the	bottom	or	to	each	other.		Bring	to	a	boil.		As	
the	buttons	boil	gently,	they	will	ϐloat	to	the	top.		Con‐
tinue	to	boil	gently	for	three	to	ϐive	minutes	until	
they	are	well	puffed.		Drain	in	colander.		Place	in	
bowl,	sprinkle	with	salt,	toss	with	onions	sautéed	in	
butter	or	oil.	Serve	with	sour	cream,	fried	bacon	bits,	
or	bread	crumbs	fried	in	butter.		

Source:		http://www.ucitoday.org	
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Dutch	Oven	Lasagna	
By	Kelley	&	Ryan	Jilek	

1	lb.	lean	ground	beef	
½	lb.	Italian	sausage	
1	23‐oz	jar	spaghetti	sauce	
1	lb	shredded	mozzarella	cheese	
3	eggs	
1	pint	cottage	cheese	or	1	(15‐oz)	container	ricotta	

cheese	
¼	cup	grated	Parmesan	cheese	
13	lasagna	noodles	
1½	tsp	crushed	oregano	
1	cup	hot	water	
	
Preheat	a	12"	Dutch	oven	over	20	coals	until	hot.	
Brown	the	ground	beef	and	Italian	sausage.	When	
done,	transfer	the	browned	meat	into	a	mixing	
bowl,	add	the	spaghetti	sauce,	and	mix	well.	In	
another	mixing	bowl,	beat	the	three	eggs.	Add	the	
cottage	or	ricotta	cheese,	parmesan	cheese,	
mozzarella	cheese,	and	oregano.	Mix	well.	Layer	
the	lasagna	in	the	Dutch	oven	as	follows:	

Break	up	four	lasagna	noodles	and	spread	them	out	
in	the	bottom	of	the	Dutch	oven.		Spread	about	one	
third	of	the	meat	mixture	over	the	noodles.	Spread	
half	of	the	cheese	mixture	over	the	meat	mixture.	

Break	up	5	lasagna	noodles	and	distribute	them	
evenly	over	the	cheese	mixture.	Spread	half	of	the	
remaining	meat	mixture	over	the	noodles.	Spread	
the	remaining	cheese	mixture	over	the	meat	
mixture.	Break	up	the	four	remaining	lasagna	

noodles	and	distribute	them	evenly	over	the	cheese	
mixture.	Top	with	the	remaining	meat	mixture.	

Pour	the	hot	water	around	the	inside	edges	of	the	
Dutch	oven.		Cover	the	Dutch	oven	and	bake	with	
12	briquettes	bottom	heat	and	12	briquettes	top	
heat	for	approximately	60‐75	minutes,	or	until	
noodles	are	soft	and	the	lasagna	is	hot	and	bubbly.	
To	reduce	cooking	time,	pre‐cook	the	lasagna	
noodles	and	omit	the	water	from	the	recipe.	(This	
will	result	in	a	runnier	lasagna.)	

Serves	8‐10	

(Continued from page 5) Dutch	Oven	
Cooking	101	



 

 

By	Kelley	Jilek	

When	we	hear	about	rallies	and	the	activities	that	
are	offered,	many	of	us	might	think,	“Why	go	to	a	ral‐
ly?	We	can	put	together	a	trip	like	that	on	our	own.”	
As	you	read	further	about	the	adventure	presented	
before	you	‐	tall	ships,	cruises,	festivals,	art	fairs,	train	
rides,	concerts,	museums,	socializing,	dinners,	and	
entertainment	‐	the	idea	of	a	rally	sounds	more	and	
more	like	the	way	to	go.		

The	Region	7	Rally	was	no	exception.	From	the	mi‐
nute	you	arrive	at	any	rally,	it	is	apparent	that	every‐
one	is	welcome,	whether	you	are	single,	a	couple,	a	
family	with	children	and/or	grandchildren,	or	
friends.	Rallies	are	more	than	the	details	of	what	
you’re	going	to	do	–	they	are	also	an	opportunity	to	
make	life‐long	friends.	You	can	enjoy	both	the	cama‐
raderie	of	Airstream‐lovers	AND	time	on	your	own.	
You	are	always	welcome	to	spend	time	as	you	like.		

It	was	clear	to	all	that	the	Region	7	Rally	leaders	were	
willing	to	go	above	and	beyond	and	do	what	was	
needed,	while	we	sat	back	and	enjoyed	the	beneϐits	of	
all	the	planning	and	preparation	that	goes	into	an	
event	such	as	this	one.	Buffalo	Valley	RV	Park,	ap‐
proximately	10	miles	SW	of	Duluth,	was	a	beautiful	
setting	for	an	extra‐long	weekend	of	festivities.	

Wednesday	was	a	“free”	day;	early	arrivals	were	en‐
couraged	to	do	some	sightseeing	on	their	own.	Some	

made	the	30‐mile	drive	to	Tom’s	Logging	Camp	along	
the	north	shore	of	Lake	Superior.	This	camp	offers	an	
authentic	duplicate	of	a	typical	Northern	Minnesota	
Logging	Camp,	with	all	the	buildings	and	articles,	
original	tools	and	equipment	from	that	bygone	era.	A	
few	went	to	Glensheen	Mansion.	Perched	on	the	
shores	of	Lake	Superior,	this	12‐acre	estate	featuring	
gardens,	bridges,	and	the	famous	39‐room	mansion,	
tells	the	story	of	the	Duluth	region.	Others	visited	the	
130‐acre	Enger	City	Park,	located	on	Skyline	Park‐
way,	known	for	Enger	Tower,	which	provides	a	pano‐
ramic	view	of	Duluth.	Many	simply	hung	out	at	the	
campsite	and	visited	with	friends.		

Back	at	the	campground,	the	Opening	Ceremonies,	
during	which	swashbuckling	pirates	tried	to	take	Lin‐
da	captive,	preceded	a	potluck	supper.	How	is	it	that	
you	can	say	the	word	“potluck”	and	end	up	with	a	
meal	ϐit	for	a	king?	No	one	left	hungry!	The	evening	
concluded	with	a	musical	program	featuring	Charlie	
Roth,	a	Minnesota‐based	song	writer	and	singer.	

Thursday	morning,	shuttle	buses	provided	transpor‐
tation	to	the	dock	area.	Shortly	after	arrival,	rally	at‐
tendees	boarded	the	Vista	Star	to	take	in	all	the	activ‐
ity	and	spectacular	scenery	of	the	Duluth	and	Superi‐
or	Harbor.	This	fully	narrated,	105	minute	sightsee‐
ing	tour	gave	us	an	up‐close	look	at	each	tall	ship	as	
they	sailed	into	the	harbor.	We	also	learned	about	the	
harbor,	Duluth’s	history,	the	science	and	ecology	of	
Lake	Superior,	and	enjoyed	the	panoramic	views	of	
the	North	Shore	and	the	largest	freshwater	lake	in	
North	America.	After	our	excursion,	we	were	free	to	
stroll	along	the	waterfront	to	enjoy	the	Tall	Ships	Fes‐
tival	and	the	Art	in	Bayfront	Park.	Alongside	the	ma‐

(Continued on page 8) 
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Region	&	Rally	Highlights….cont’d	

jestic	tall	ships	sat	Mama	Duck,	the	“World’s	Largest	
Rubber	Duck,”	weighing	in	at	11	tons	and	standing	61	
feet	tall!	

Friday’s	schedule	included	a	day	in	the	harbor	area	to	
visit	the	docked	ships	and	the	180	ϐine	art	vendors	
that	lined	the	waterfront	and	a	stage	where	varying	
performers	entertained	from	the	moment	the	gates	
opened	to	the	close.	Some	festival	attendees	were	al‐
so	fortunate	to	secure	a	ride	on	The	Pride	of	Balti‐
more	II.	Other	ships	available	for	rides	or	tours	in‐
cluded	the	stunning	El	Galeon	Andalucia	from	Spain,	
Mist	of	Avalon	from	Toronto,	US	Brig	Niagara,	General	
Patton’s	private	schooner	When‐and‐If,	the	Denis	Sul‐
livan,	and	Appledore	V.	Many	rally	goers	enjoyed	a	
ϐish	fry	back	at	the	Buffalo	House	Restaurant	to	cap	
off	the	day’s	activities.			

Train	ride	along	the	north	shore	of	Lake	Superior	to	
Two	Harbors,	was	Saturday’s	highlight.	While	waiting	
for	the	train,	we	toured	the	Lake	Superior	Railroad	
Museum,	which	houses	the	ϐinest	collection	of	rail‐
road	equipment	in	the	country,	with	interactive	ex‐
hibits	as	well	as	history	from	the	region.	We	were	
privileged	to	tour	an	exact	replica	of	President	Lin‐
coln’s	Funeral	Car,	which	was	on	display	for	the	sum‐
mer.	After	boarding	the	train,	glimpses	of	the	Great	
Lake	and	towering	evergreens	were	the	view	enjoyed	
out	the	train	windows.	Picnic	box	lunches	were	wait‐
ing	for	us	when	we	arrived.	Some	ate	their	lunches	on	
the	train,	while	others	took	theirs	to	the	nearby	Castle	
Danger	Brewery	to	enjoy	their	ϐive	year	anniversary	
celebration,	complete	with	live	music.	Extra	free	time	
allowed	everyone	to	explore	the	town	of	Two	Har‐
bors,	with	shopping	or	touring	the	3M	Museum.	The	
museum	pays	homage	to	the	early	days	of	the	compa‐
ny	that	would	go	on	to	deϐine	the	business	model	of	
research	and	development	and	become	a	global	force	
employing	over	88,000	people	worldwide.	Saturday	
night	offered	yet	another	opportunity	to	relax	around	
the	campϐire.		

On	Sunday,	the	ϐinal	day	of	the	rally,	our	group	jour‐
neyed	to	the	Harrington	Arts	Center	and	its	Accordi‐
on	Museum.	Helmi	Harrington	has	assembled	over	
1,300	various	kinds	of	accordions.	She	explained	the	
varieties	and	demonstrated	several	of	them,	to	the	
delight	of	the	rally	attendees.	The	museum	was	in	the	
basement	of	the	old	church	and	it	was	FULL!	The	
night	was	capped	off	with	a	chicken	dinner	buffet	
banquet.	

Early	Monday	morning,	coffee	and	mini‐mufϐins	were	
served	before	attendees	began	leaving	to	head	back	
to	their	homes	or	next	stop.		

Duluth,	Minnesota	has	much	to	offer!	Yes,	we	all	could	
have	put	together	a	trip	on	our	own,	but	by	the	time	
we	would	have	added	up	costs	and	planning	time,	we	
probably	would	have	spent	more	money	and	would	
have	missed	out	on	many	added	experiences	and	ben‐
eϐits.		

Rallies	are	a	fun	and	easy	way	to	share	experiences	‐	
making	them	richer	and	more	enjoyable.	They	are	a	
great	way	to	connect	with	the	Airstream	community	‐	
an	opportunity	to	make	new	friends	and	meet	people	
who	like	to	have	fun!	Rallies	really	are	the	way	to	go!	

(Continued from page 7) 
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by	Harry	&	Sharon	Ramler	
Western	Minnesota	Steam	Threshers	Reunion,	2016	
Harry	and	Sharon	Ramler	hosted	a	rally	at	Rollag,	
Minnesota,	over	Labor	Day	weekend,	September	1	‐	5,	
2016.	There	were	six	units	from	Minnesota,	David	
Piehl	and	Joel	Marquardt,	Kay	and	Chris	Olsson,	Joyce	
and	Jerome	Hoffer,	Lorie	and	Jim	Costello,	Susie	and	
Steve	Jedlund,	and	Sharon	and	Harry	Ramler,	three	
units	from	North	Dakota,	Cathy	and	Larry	Ruebel,	Art	

Idso	and	Kathleen	Schultz,	Wanda	and	Rolly	Wall,	two	
units	from	South	Dakota,	Roxanne	and	Allan	Towles,	
and	Marie	and	Doug	Jensen,	and	from	the	North	Iowa	
Unit,	Norena	and	Ted	Holmen	from	Roches‐
ter,	Minnesota.		

The	Ramlers	hosted	a	supper	on	Friday	
night	and	mufϐins	Saturday	morning.	The	
group	decided	to	have	potlucks	on	Satur‐
day	and	Sunday	evenings.	The	potlucks	and	
daily	social	hours	allowed	us	to	exchange	
information	on	areas	to	visit.	It	is	difϐicult	
to	see	everything!	

Rollag	has	a	lot	of	activities	related	to	farm‐
ing	and	family	life	from	the	late	1800’s	to	
the	1960’s.	There	were	many	steam	en‐
gines	going	“putt‐putt”	scattered	around	
the	grounds.	There	were	also	many	trac‐
tors	and	steam	engines,	with	demonstra‐
tions	on	threshing	grain,	shelling	corn,	cut‐

ting	logs	into	usable	lumber,	forging	steel	
into	tools	and	other	necessary	products.	
Using	horses	they	demonstrated	plow‐
ing,	cutting	hay,	cutting	wheat	and	other	
tasks.	I	watched	as	3	men	attempted	to	
hook	up	4	horses	to	a	grainer	binder.	The	
horses	stepped	on	the	reins	and	the	pole.	
It	took	them	awhile	to	get	things	orga‐
nized	and	they	needed	the	patience	of	
Job	‐	I	learned	some	new	words	during	
this	process.	

The	kids	could	drive	a	real	tractor	under	
adult	supervision.	Kids	could	pump	wa‐
ter	with	a	hand	pump,	work	with	the	
miniature	steam	engines,	ride	the	merry‐
go‐round	from	many	years	ago,	and	

many	more	kids	events.	

For	the	ladies	there	was	a	loom,	quilting,	knitting,	
soap‐making	and	many	more	activities.	You	could	

(Continued on page 10) 
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Steam	Threshers	Reunion	Rally		

purchase	homemade	soap,	jellies	and	jams,	pickled	products	as	
well	as	homemade	craft	items.	

The	food,	soft	drinks,	and	ice	cream	were	very	reasonably	
priced	(unlike	at	Vikings	or	Twins	game).	A	“thresherman’s	
breakfast”	was	priced	$7.00	to	$8.00	and	included	eggs,	hash	
browns,	meat,	and	toast.	One	of	the	Airstreamers	had	breakfast	
at	a	different	church‐sponsored	restaurant	each	morning.	The	
event	organizers’	goal	is	to	provide	entertainment	that	the	
whole	family	can	enjoy	and	afford.	It	appears	that	all	the	Air‐
streamers	enjoyed	the	weekend,	and	many	plan	to	return	in	
following	years	to	see	the	things	they	missed	as	well	as	things	
they	saw.	A	big	“thank	you”	to	all	the	Airstreamers	who	helped	
make	the	weekend	a	big	success!	

(Continued from page 9) 

come	to	as	many	activities	as	possible.		An	ice	
cream	cake	disappeared	quickly	following	the	
installation.		It	was	a	beautiful	evening	to	sit	
around	the	campϐire,	with	a	brilliant	harvest	
moon	to	add	to	the	ambiance.	

Following	breakfast	Sunday	morning,	Vern	
Zink	gave	some	words	of	inspiration	for	
people	to	ponder	on	their	journeys	home.		
Thank	you	goes	out	to	all	the	wonderful	cooks,	
maintenance	consultants,	chauffeurs,	and	
conversationalists,	for	whom	a	rally	would	be	
simple	just	camping.		Looking	forward	to	2017						

(Continued from page 3) 
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Finding	your	own		Adventure	 After	the	Installation	Rally,	Carolyn	and	Bruce	Coonrod	
set	out	on	a	trip	through	Michigan	starting	in	the	Upper	
Peninsula	and	headed	south.	“Here	is	the	smallest	Air‐
stream	made	displayed	at	the	RV	Hall	of	Fame	Museum	
in	Elkhart,	IN		(www.rvmhhalloffame.org)	and	owned	by	
Ken	Faber,	who	has	several	vintage	Airstreams.	I've	sat	
around	a	campϐire	with	Ken,”	said	Bruce.		“The	bell	is	
from	the	Edmund	Fitzgerald.	Divers	retrieved	the	bell,	
replacing	it	with	another	with	the	names	of	the	dead	
crew	engraved	on	it.	It	is	at	the	Great	Lakes	Shipwreck	
Museum	at	Whiteϐish	Point,	west	of	Sault	Sainte	Marie.“	


