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In 2011, the North Dakota Peace Garden Unit and Region 7 set out on a mission to replace a long-
gone sculpture in this fountain at the International Peace Garden, placed there in 1975 by the people
of Brandon, Manitoba and the Wally Byam Caravan Club International. On July 24, 2016, people from
all over Canada and the United States converged on the International

Peace Gardens to celebrate 200 years of peace and friendship with a ._ e
rededication ceremony for the new sculpture, A Promise of Peace.

Membefshﬂ")

This Special Edition of the Prairie Rose Newsletter will try to
encapsulate the dedication of the contributors to this Project.

Also in this issue Information are details of the Street Fair
Installation Rally coming up September 15-18, 2016 at the
Harmon Lake Campground 8 miles north of Mandan, ND. It's
September in North Dakota - dress for all season! See you there!

Upcoming Events

¢ Sept 2-5 MN Unit Rally-Steam Threshers Reunion, Rollag, MN
¢ Sept 15-18 Installation Rally, Harmon Lake, Mandan, ND

¢ 2017 - Plan Ahead July 22-29 Int'] Rally, Escanaba, Michigan |
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President’s Note ....

By Larry Ruebel

It is already the middle of August and time to get
ready for the Installation Rally next month. We ||
are having the rally at Harmon Lake
Campground which is a stone’s throw away
from our house. The Morton County Park ad-
ministrator is looking forward to our visit. This
is a new park that has become very popular in
the local area. This time of year, camping spots
should not be an issue, but if you cannot arrive
on Thursday, let me know so I can keep a re-
served spot for you.

[ would like to thank everyone who made the special effort to attend
the Sunday Promise of Peace dedication ceremony. It was great to see
all of you. I would also like to thank Committee members and especial-
ly their spouses for their help in making this happen. It made our unit
shine!

September is also time to get your membership renewals sent in (or at
the Rally). We've lost a couple members this past year, so your renew-
al will help us stay strong. See you next month. -- Larry --

From the Editor

As I started off the first newsletter this year, [ typed “Volume 13” on
page 1. That’s thirteen years I've been doing the unit newsletter and
directory. It’s time for a change. Ladies and Gents, [ will wrap up my
tenure as editor with the November-December issue. Going forward, I
hope that someone (s) will step forward to help out the incoming
president with this job. It doesn’t have to be like I did it - Make it your
own. As others have helped me, I fully intend to help the new editor
with how-to’s and future articles and photos as needed. Thank you for
all the contributions from everyone over the years.

--Cathy--

2016-2017 Calendar of Events

Sept2-5,2016 Minnesota Fall Rally - Western Minnesota
Steam Threshers Reunion, Rollag, MN (34 miles

East of Fargo)

Sept 15-18, 2016 Street Fair Installation Rally, Mandan, ND

July 22-29, 2017 60th International Rally, Escanaba, Michigan
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Street Fair Installation Rally * Sept 15-18, 2016
Harmon Lake Campground, Mandan, ND

Rally Schedule
Schedule is Tentative and Subject to Change. See Page 4 for Directions to the Campground

Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2016

6 PM Welcome dinner for early arrivals

provided - Cook’s Choice
Thursday, Sept. 15, 2016
Parking—when you get here

4:30 PM Happy Hour; bring a snack and your
own beverage.

Oktoberfest Potluck - Wurst und
Kraut will be provided—please bring
your favorite German or ethnic dish to
share, your own beverage and table
service.

6:00 PM

Friday, Sept. 16,2016
Breakfast on your own

8:45 AM Carpool to Fraine Barracks.

9:30 Tour of Civil Support Team, New State
Radio facility
Noon Lunch on your own @ Downtown

Street Fair; return to campground at
your leisure

3:30 PM ND Highway Patrol Trailer Safety at
the campground. Bring your Happy
Hour snacks and beverages.

6:00 PM Dutch Oven Extravaganza by the Jilek

Family. Viva Italia! Lasagna provided
Please bring a side dish to share.

7:30-8PM Business & Membership Meeting

Saturday, Sept. 17,2016
Breakfast on your own

8:45 AM Carpool to Autumnfest Parade @ 10

AM—Bring your chairs

Noon CHOICE: Lunch on your own OR Car-
pool to Papa’s Pumpkin Patch $4 per
person admission

3:00 PM Happy Hour back at the campground

5:00 PM Carpool to Mandan Eagles

5:30 Installation Dinner—Order from the
menu

7:00 PM Installation Ceremony

8:00 PM Room is opened to live music and

dancing—Everyone welcome to stay
or return to the campground for a
campfire

Sunday, Sept 18, 2016

8:30 AM Breakfast - toast, rolls, fruit, juice &
coffee

9:00AM Reflections by Vern Zink

Time for farewells -

Save travels now, and to
wherever Old Man Winter
tracks you down!
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How to get there:

From I-94 WEST. Exit 152, turn
north 2 blocks, right turn on Old Red
Trail, east 1/2 mile to 4-way stop sign.
Turn left on ND Hwy 1806 - go north 8
miles (1/2 past mile marker 83) to
County Road 140; turn left and go
west 1/2 mile to Park Entrance

NOTE: County Road 140 junctions
with ND Hwy 25 about 2%, miles west
of the Park entrance, if you are coming
from NW.

From I-94 EAST, Exit 153, right
turn, go north on Mandan Ave, follow
curve to west onto Old Red Trail 1/2
mile to 4 way stop sign. Right turn on
ND Hwy 1806 - go north 8 miles (1/2
past mile marker 83) to County Road
140. Turn left and go west 1/2 mile to
Park entrance.

Campsites: All sites are 30A elec-
tric only, $18 per night. We have paid
for the only three site that can be re-
served, in case someone can’t make it
until Friday. ALL others are First
Come basis

Dump Station is on entrance road
as you get into campground.

Potable water is in front of the
Campground Host near their drive-
way.

Other Optional Activities at the
Campground

Canoe & Kayak Rental
Hiking & Biking Trails
Swimming

Fishing

Good Old Fashioned R&R

* & & o o

Hotel Accommodations: Call or e-
mail Larry Ruebel for closest hotel op-
tions.

—— i
Harmon Lake Camping Pads |
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4th of July in Absaraka
By Kathleen Schultz

Kathleen Schultz drove to Art Idso’s place Thursday night,
and late morning Jack and Arlene Bailey arrived, and Ron and
Rose Larson arrived in the afternoon. That evening, Art
drove everone over to Mayville where they enjoyed a won-
derful Mexican meat. Returning to Arts, they sat out around a
great fire in the pit.

' Saturday morning, Ron and Rose served chipped beef in
gravy on toast, and Ron cooked eggs to order. It was a super breakfast! Around noon on Saturday,
Alan and Roxanne Towles joined the campout at Art’s. It was a great afternoon catching up on each
others lives. That evening, Jack and Arlene furnished and grilled hamburgers for everyone, with
potluck dishes to complete the meal. Finished the evening talking around the campfire.

Sunday afternoon, Rolly and Wanda wall drove in. Wanda is recovering from major foot surgery.
Evening meal was grill your own and potluck—returned to finish the evening by the fire pit.

On Monday, the 4th of July they had a leisurely day of sitting around and visiting. For, supper, they
went over to Art’s neighbor, Junior Faught for a barbecue. His family furnished beef tips barbecued
ribs, hamburgers, and hotdogs, with pot luck extras! There was a huge crowd of people and lots of fun
conversation. After dark, the Faught Family put on a huge fireworks display—it was just beautiful!

Tuesday morning, everyone hooked up their trailers and headed for home. Art was so glad they came

to share the Absaraka 4th with him!

A little August News .... from Kathleen Schultz

Ken and Connie Mikula from Wausau, Wisconsin
visited Art’s Place in Absaraka for five days at
the beginning of August, staying in Art’s Air-
stream motorhome . “They are in our Happy
Hour Group in Yuma, Arizona,” said Kathleen
Schultz. They toured around Fargo for a couple
days and it was fun taking them around the
farming area—they couldn’t get over the flatness
of the valley.

August 13th - Doug and Marie Jensen enter-
tained at their home in Aberdeen, SD several
couples, including Art Idso and Kathleen Schultz.
Ken and Connie Mikula from Wausau, Wisconsin
and another Yuma Happy Hour couple from

Selby, SD. At the end of the evening, they all
could hardly wait for fall and the return to Yuma.

August 16th - Melodie and Fred Graceau from St.
John, ND stopped at Art’s Place for a three day
visit, staying in Art’s motorhome. Kathleen
served meals in Art’s home.

It's been a busy summer with Kathleen’s brother,
Gary Scheffler, being so ill, and then passing
away in July. Kathleen and her family took turns
staying with her brother nonstop throughout the
months of his illness. Our heartfelt sympathy to
Kathleen and her family in their loss.
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How it began

What started as a question more
than ten years ago has now
blossomed into reality at the
International Peace Garden on
the U.S.-Canadian border near
Dunseith, North Dakota. On July
24,2016, Wally Byam Caravan
Club International, Inc. (WBCCI)
members gathered at the
International Peace Garden to
celebrate the culmination of five
years’ work to rededicate 200
years of peace between these
two great countries with a
sculpture entitled A Promise of
Peace by Minnesota artist Arthur
H. Norby.

On June 27, 1975, in conjunction
with the first-ever Canadian
International Rally held in
Brandon, Manitoba, WBCCI
International President Bruce
MacLean and First Lady Wilma,
along with the people of Bran-
don, presented the Hands of
Peace sculpture to the Interna-
tional Peace Garden. More than a
thousand people attended the
dedication. This original sculp-
ture was installed in the main
pool on the U.S.-Canada border.

Unfortunately, within a few years the sculpture had to
be removed due to severe deterioration.

It was not until 2005 that interest in the sculpture was
renewed. Past International President Jim Haddaway
searched for information in the WBCCI records but
found no record, oral history, or photographs of the
sculpture.

The Idea

The North Dakota Peace Garden Unit held a unit rally at
the International Peace Garden July 13-17, 2011. Unit

President Vern Zink and member and Past Internation-
al President Jerry Larson met with Doug Hevenor, then




Ideas become Action

(Continued from page 6)

CEO and administrator of the garden, in hopes of
replacing the original Hands of Peace with a
similar sculpture, but made of a material for
longevity. A North Dakota unit motion was
approved to authorized Zink and Larson to
present a motion to the Region 7 Board to
replace the sculpture.

The Region 7 Board approved the request in July
2011, and Region 7 President Joan Lahr present-
ed a motion at the WBCCI Winter IBT meeting in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, on January 13, 2012.
WBCCI approved a Special Committee that
included Region 7 members Gail Harrower, chair,
Joan Lahr, vice chair, Jerry Larson, Linda Agre,
Don Thomson, Vern Zink, and Chris Wells.
WBCCI would participate in the four-year
celebration of the bicentennial of the War of
1812 by replacing the original 1975 sculpture.

The Mission

The Special Committee had lots of work before
them since the original sculpture was long gone
and no records could be found. Fund-raising
began in earnest, and monies came in from
memorials and individual donations, from other
units, rallies and organizations to major donors.
Through countless phone calls, correspondence,
consultations, meetings, and many, many miles,
it was eventually decided there would be a new
design with a new artist. Minnesota artist and
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sculptor Arthur H. Norby had the skills, experi-
ence and industry knowledge that the committee
needed. Zink met with Norby at his New London
studio with his idea for the new sculpture, two
hands releasing a dove that was approved by the
committee. Together, their vision ensured that
WBCCI's project would be worthy of the efforts
of all the people who contributed.

Norby sculpted a scale model, then provided a
full-sized model to Adonis Art Casting in Alpine,
Utah, in December 2014. The finished sculpture
is highly polished, cast stainless steel, guaran-
teed to be gleaming in the fountain pool for many
generations to come. Norby delivered the
sculpture to the International Peace Garden on
August 17, 2015, where it was displayed in the
Interpretive Center while the pool area was
renovated. A new granite base originating from
Cold Spring, Minnesota, was placed in the pool
and new fountain jets were installed. The
sculpture was set in the pool on June 7, 2016.
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Getting ready for the party!

(Continued from page 7) at the Work Rally held before the start of the

5 special events rally. Lillian said, “I was pleased
with the turnout for the work rally. We had 16
workers who pulled weeds, cut brush, and
trimmed trees. The more we did, the more we
wanted to do!”

Working over three days, Peace Garden staff,
including Connie Lagerquist, the horticulturist,
assisted and encouraged the volunteer garden-
ers. Lillian said, “The garden staff was so
grateful for our help, and a zillion weeds
perished in the effort. Jim Hall definitely pulled
the most thistles. Connie and the Peace Garden
workers were great!”

The Preparation

The Monument of Peace Rededication Special
Events Rally was scheduled for July 20-25,
2016, to celebrate 200 years of peace between
Canada and the United States. The sculpture
was in place, guests were invited, and festivities
were planned. Now it was time to spruce up the
gardens. North Dakota unit member Lillian
Thomson coordinated the volunteer gardeners

The gardens around the monument were
pristine and the WOW factor was there. The
Promise of Peace Project Committee planted
roses on both sides of the promenade around
the fountain pool and installed commemorative
plaques. The “Never Alone Rose” was planted
on the Canadian side. A portion of the purchase
was sponsored by the Never Alone Foundation,
a national registered charity committed to

(Continued on page 9)




Time to Celebrate!

(Continued from page 8)

improving the lives of people affected by cancer.
On the U.S. side, the “Camp Fire Rose” was
planted. This continually blooming, very hardy
rose was named in honor of Canadian artist
Thomas John Thomson, whose painting
“Campfire” glows with the same subtle blends of
reds and yellow found in the rose petals.

A letter of appreciation for the Peace Garden
staff was presented to Connie Lagerquist and
her staff, along with a monument shirt and a bag
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of chocolate-covered almonds, her favorite
snack. Participating in the Work Rally were
Region 7 President Pete Yanke and First Lady
Kathy, Committee Chair and International
Treasurer Gail Harrower and husband Bruce,
Past International President Jerry Larson and
First Lady Joan, first-year unit members Jan and
Jim Hall, Past Region 7 President Jack Bailey and
First Lady Arlene, Tanner Nordstrom, Madysen
Nordstrom, and committee members Vern and
Bev Zink, and Region 7 First VP Don and Lillian
Thomson.

The Celebration

The Rededication Rally marked a rare WBCCI
occurrence as well: All WBCCI international
officers attended. Joining in the celebration were
President Richard Girard and First Lady Jan,
First VP Jim Cocke and wife Debbie Wood,
Second VP Barry Bell and wife Karen, Third VP
Mona Heath, Recording Secretary Gayle Ketch-
um and husband Joe Long, and Treasurer and
Rally Chair Gail Harrower and husband Bruce.
Teresa Taylor, International Membership Chair,
and her husband Glenn also attended and was
happy to share membership ideas from other
units.

The rally schedule was packed full of activities,
both at the Peace Garden and in neighboring
Boissevain, Manitoba. On the opening day of the

rally, the group attended the Royal Canadian
(Continued on page 10)
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Rally time!

(Continied from page 9) arranged other logistics, including seating,
Mounted Police Musical Ride in Boissevain. meals, and scheduling changes.

Friday, the group returned and toured Choke-
cherry Junction Railroad Museum, Beckoning
Hills Museum, Goodon International Wildlife
Museum, and the Moncury Gallery. The outing
was completed when everyone posed for a
group photo with Tommy Turtle, Boissevain’s
mascot since 1974.

Finally, dedication day arrived! Garden staff
placed rows of chairs across the promenade for

Behind the scene, the organizers were busy
making final arrangements. Jim Haddaway
would be the emcee, Jerry Larson and Vern Zink
planned the program, and Gail Harrower

(Continued on page 11)
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Friendship and Peace - An Example to the World

{Caontimied from page 10)

guests and dignitaries. Jim Haddaway opened
the ceremony by calling for posting of the
Colors by both Canadian and U.S. military
veterans. WBCCI member Arlene Bailey sang
the national anthems for Canada and the United
States. Special guests and dignitaries were
recognized, including Artist Norby and wife

Kathryn, the committee members, and WBCCI's
International and region officers, as well as
reading of individual memorials and major
donors. Manitoba Legislative Assembly Member
Doyle Piwniuk, North Dakota Attorney General

Wayne Stenehjem, and North Dakota U.S.
Senator John Hoeven each spoke of the close
bond these two countries have and congratulat-
ed WBCCI on its efforts. A Peace Accord was
signed by Piwnauk and Stenejhem to commem-
orate the day. The signed accord is on display at
the International Peace Garden and saved to
WBCCI’s archives.

That long Canadian frontier
from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Oceans guarded only by
neighborly respect and
honorable obligations
is an example to every
country and a pattern

for the future of the world.
Winston S. Churchill 1939

Artist Norby stood by to witness the official
gifting of A Promise of Peace by WBCCI Interna-
tional President Richard Girard and North
Dakota Peace Garden Unit President Larry
Ruebel. Charles Thomsen, President of the

(Continued on page 12)
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MISSION:
ACCOMPLISHED

The Team

(L-R) Chris Wells,
Don Thomson, Lillian
Thomson, Linda
Agre, Vern Zink, Gail
Harrower, Kathryn

International Peace Garden Board, and Garry Enns, Chief Executive Officer, officially accepted the
sculpture on behalf of the board of directors and staff. A reception was held after the ceremony, with
Norby on hand to sign copies of a commemorative book by his daughter Kari Barchenger.

Garry Enns expressed his appreciation for everyone’s efforts, noting that the new sculpture could not
have come at a better time. The Peace Towers at the west end of the gardens have been determined
structurally unsafe and will be torn down this winter.

On the walls of the Peace Chapel at the west end of the gardens is etched a quote by Winston S.
Churchill in 1939 that is so relevant in today’s world.

“That long Canadian frontier from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans guarded only by
neighborly respect and honorable obligations is an example to every country and a pattern
for the future of the world.”

WBCCI celebrated the alliance of two countries all those years ago and have journeyed through the
years, building on those friendships. Now, 41 years later, WBCCI returned to the International Peace
Garden to celebrate once more a beautiful work of art that will last for generations. It has been a
memorable journey, but isn’t that what Airstreamers do best?

A Promise of Peace Project - Honoring those in memoriam

Joan Lahr James Haines Anne Marie Niederdellmann
former Project vice chair Judy Heyde Werner Niederdellmann
Arthur Link Darina Lindroth Betty Stephen

former North Dakota Governor

Harold Newman John Kresbach
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With humble gratitude

Sincere appreciation and heartfelt gratitude go out to all those who contributed in any
way to A Promise of Peace. At the risk of omitting someone, here are some of the people
who made this Project a reality.

Special Committee members’ spouses and Al Kosir, architect
families Bob Ritterbush, architect
Lillian Thomson, ex-officio secretary and L&H Metal Arts

archivist for the Committee

NDSU D t t of Engi i
Chris Bauer, PE, ex-officio professional engineer epartment ot thigineering

structural, advisor to the field committee Garry Enns, CEO, International Peace Garden

International Peace Garden - Doug Hevenor, former CEO, International Peace
Gard

Kathy McGhan arden

Keith Burton Charles Thomsen, PhD, retired Dean of

Rodney Lagerquist Landscape Architecture, University of

Connie Lagerquist Manitoba

Gwen Wooley Peter Hnatishin, Matrix Industries

Leah Cann

Johannes Olwage Alie Elias, Keystone Patterns

And their seasonal staff Paul Dierkhising, Cold Spring Granite Co.
Lisa Hennagar, Dakota Awards AE2E, Engineering
Carla Burbidge, KXTV Bruce MacLean, WBCCI International President
Jim Olson KXTV 1975, who started the project in 1975 and was

a great supporter all the way through.

Kent Brick, North Dakota Living magazine
And especially the members of the North

]ani;lle Web, retired, North Dakota Council on the Dakota Peace Garden Unit and Region 7.
rts
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