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Bozeman, Montana was the host city of this year’s WBCCI 51st International Rally

BOZEMAN, MT -- We arrived Thurs-
day evening at the Bullpen as the sun
was going down. The first thing we
learned was that when that sun goes
down, the temperature goes down just
as fast. And it did not fail, every night
well after dark, the wind would come up,
quite significant wind. The second night
we were there, we had our awnings out,
and after midnight Larry was outside
quickly snapping them back into place -
the next night we
were wiser.

When we arrived,
there was about
650 units there
already; but the
end of the rally,
the total was
nearly 900, so we
were by no means
the late comers.
Some of you may
have been keep-
ing track of activi-
ties in Bozeman from our daily postings
to our website. www.nodak.wbcci.net

Friday morning, we had front row
seats in our parking spot for the Vintage
Parade as it rolled through Silver City.
Boy, the work and love that goes into
those trailer gleamed brightly in the
morning sun; some of those trailers surely

are aroad hazard! It was hard to pick a
favorite, but the ‘36 Caddy pulling the
highly polished 50°s model trailer got my
vote. Saw the Carlsens from Regina and
the Emericks from Wisconsin in the pa-
rade. Most of the Vintage delegation
parked to the west of us and provided a
powerful sight at sunset.

John and Bobbi Tetzlaff and their
two grand daughters were parked two
rows behind us. Our spot was at the end
of the Row in
Green 2, with a
wide open soccer
field to the west,
where further on
# was the Purple Lot
5]l where the vintage
were parked.
From the south
window we had a
view of horses
grazing in a field
and snow covered
mountains for.

We spent the first full day there get-
ting checked in, getting our delegates
credentials and putting our bulletin
board in its assigned place. We picked up
the paperwork for entering our newslet-
ter and directory in the Unit Publications
contests. And walking. More walking.

(Continued on page 3)
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On the horizon...

Summer Picnic Rally
Stump Lake Park
July 27 - 29

Region 7 Voyageur
Rally Aug 11-15

Hands Across the
Border Rally
Havre, MT
Aug 28 - Sept 1
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Unit President
Cathy Ruebel #10081

1st Vice President
Rose Larson #5606

2nd Vice President
John Krabseth #3682

Treasurer
Lillian Thomson #4304

Recording Secretary
Arlene Bailey #235

Corresponding Secretary-
Past President
Larry Ruebel #10081

Membership Chair
Darina Lindroth #268

IMPORTANT NOTICE

In an effort to protect
our memhbers from having
their personal information

being made avallable
ONLINE when this news-
letter is posted to our web-
site. we will no longer in-
clude phone numbers or
e-mall addresses. Flease
consult your unit member-
Ship directory or contact
that officer through our
web e-mail address:

0145@wbcci.net

President’s Corner.....

Our Summer Picnic Rally at Stump
Lake Park, south east of Devils Lake is
Jjust around the corner. This is a full
service campground, complete with a
restaurant and entertainment. If the
weather looks promising, we just
might head out a day early so we can
sit back, relax, and feed a
mosquito or two. | have-

n’'t made any arrange-

ments for early arrivals, so &W‘ Yo, (o)

call ahead if you think
you might want to do
that, too..

It won't be long and
we'll be heading out for

the Region 7 Voyageur - |
Rally in Thunder Bay Rally, —

Region President Don

Rogers is pumped and

ready for this Rally. Even if you have an
opening in your schedule at the last
minute, you will be most welcome up
north.

We will have our Unit Potluck Pic-
nic back at or near our trailers, a time
to relax and enjoy the company. | am
really looking forward to the Amethyst
Mine tour, and plan to have something
purple and sparkly to declare to Cus-
toms on the way home.

The Dometic Refrigerator Re-
call has been expanded from April
1997 through September 2006 year

by Cathy Ruebel

models. To check to see if your
Dometic refrigerator falls under this
expanded recall, go to their website at:

http://www.dometic.com/enus/
Americas/USA/RV-Products/RV-News/
Dometic-Recall-Information/

| tried to learn as much

as | could absorb at the
International Rally in Boze-
2 man. | was fortunate

enough to get a one-on-
| one meeting with WBCCI's
website developer with
computer at the ready. |
[ 4 want to work on improv-

)= ing the photo gallery area

and hope to try out some
of his suggestions - stay
tunes for future developments.

The International officers and the
Board of Trustees are already fired up
for the 2009 52™ International Rally to
be held in Madison, Wisconsin. Most
of you should have received by now a
promotional package from the Madi-
son Chamber of Commerce. Rally in-
formation and the Registration Form is
available on the WBCCI website,
www.wbcci.org. Save money by regis-
tering early - stash away the savings
for gas money!

—CR—

2008 Calendar of Events

July 25 - 27, 2008
on ND Hwy. 1

Aug. 11-15, 2008

Summer Picnic Rally - Stump Lake Park, 10 mi. S of Lakota

Region 7 Rally - Confederation College,

Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada

Aug. 13, 2008

Unit Picnic Potluck Luncheon - Trailer Parking,

Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada

Aug 28-Sep 1

Hands Across the Border Rally, Havre, MT, Jct. of US Hwy. 2

& US Hwy. 87, Clayton Codden 406-265-6538/Ron Green

406-586-0892
Sept. 11-14, 2008

North Dakota 2008 Installation Rally -

General Sibley Park, Bismarck

Sept. 18-21, 2008

South Dakota Installation Rally and Polka Festival,

Famil-E-Fun Campground, ph 605-996-8983, Mitchell, SD
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There were shuttle buses available, but most of the time,
it was more efficient just to get there by foot. Larry went
shopping at the Airstream Company Store and replen-
ished our spare parts supply for some time to come.

Saturday was a very busy day! While | went to a
seminar on the WBCCI website for updates and how-
to’s, Larry went to the presentation by Larry Huttle from
Airstream Inc. He said that Thor (parent of Airstream) is
debt-free and will weather the RV market downturn a
lot better than its counterparts. The classic trailer line
make up only 20% of their sales and their focus is more
on the higher volume lines like the Safari and Interna-
tional.

We got the directory and newsletters entered into
the competitions, before | had to be there pole in hand
for the flag procession practice for the Opening Cere-
mony. It was very
warm and steamy as
we waited in the
back halls as all the
individual units
posted their flags,
region by region.
The WBCCI orchestra
was fantastic and
played non-stop
throughout the hour-
long time it took to
post all flags. They
were excellent!

Sunday was
a pretty laid back sort
of day. We found a
church downtown
for services and
stayed for their break-
fast - sure beat Cheerios back in the trailer. Region 7
held their Luncheon and we were
able to meet up with old friends from
around the Region whom we hadn’t
seen in years. We shared a table with
Region 7 2nd Vice President Stan
Schwenke, his wife Mary and others
from the Wisconsin unit. Food was
excellent and in abundance, especially
after the big church breakfast, we
were set for the day, and ready for a
nap

The Vintage Club had their Open
House in the afternoon. We took
some time later in the afternoon to

explore the area, running out to the airport as old pilots
have a habit of doing, just to see what's out there.

The Delegates seminar and meeting was held first
thing Monday morning. The following is the 2008-2009
slate of International Officers

President Jerry Larson, unopposed

1st Vice President Tom Collier, unopposed

2nd Vice President Norm Beu, unopposed

3rd Vice President Barry Heckenswiler defeated
Robert Thompson by a vote of 4,851 to 1,199, with
14 abstentions

Recording Secretary Carolyn, unopposed.

Treasurer, unopposed

Nominating Committee top two vote recipients

were Sandra Poast 4,776, and Phil Risher 4,238.

Floor-nominated Patrick McFadden 1,328, and Leo

Garvey 1,590, and 196 abstentions.

* ot % ot

* %

By a vote of two-thirds majority, an amendment was
approved to the WBCCI Constitution, Article Xll, adding
a Section 7 which clarifies the
voting procedure to the Nomi-
nating committee when there
are two, and more than two
candidates for the two positions

Monday afternoon, |
was able to get a one-on-one
meeting with Tim Schwartz, the
developer of the WBCCI unit
websites. He gave me some
~aill ideas how to improve our site
and hints at some useful tools
already provided by the master

(Continued on page 4)
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website, and free programs available
on the Internet. Watch our website
for small changes as | figure out how
to implement his suggestions.

In the evening, we decided to
stay back at the trailer and relax,
while most people attended the en-
tertainment. Larry noticed some-
thing to the south that at first he
though was a rain shower, then real-
ized it was a huge dust squall.
Quickly he put up our awnings, but
the powerful wind came in quickly.
We ran to help Bobbi Tetzlaff get her
big awning up and her flags down.
Our neighbor got his awning down
on his Argosy, but the 34-foot trailer
next to him wasn't as fortunate. The
upwind main bar bent as they tried
to retract the awning, and it took
five people to hold on to it while the
owner unbolted the bracket. That
was our excitement for the night.

We were invited to the Canada
Day breakfast on Tuesday morning
by Don and Terrol Rogers. What a
sea of red and white attire!

We ran into Lauren (AB-SK unit
president) and Sheila Carlsen - Check
your schedules for Labor Day week-
end - If you don't already have plans,
the Hands Across the Border Rally
hosted by the Montana and Alberta-
Saskatchewan units is being held this
year in Havre, MT. We had a GREAT
time several years ago at Estevan.

Seeing as we were down on that
end of the campus, we visited the
Airstream Store again. The neighbor
with the 34-footer told us about a

Seated for the South Dakota Unit Luncheon were Larry Ruebel, John Tetzlafi, Myrtle and Don Bell,
Joan and Mike Lahr, Annette Hooker, Bobbi Tetzlaff and their granddaughters.

leakage problem he had that was
finally located due to the sealant
separating around the outside trim
on the trailer, and what the fix was
for it. Sure enough, our trim sealant
was separating in the exact same
spot. The technicians confirmed that
issue and we bought a can of the
sealant and the specialized squirter
to take care of the problem.

In the afternoon Larry went to
listen to Dale “PeeWee” Schwam-
born, Wally Byam’s cousin, talk
about his adventures on various
caravans with Wally. | went to an-
other computer/website class to pick
up on tips from other units., then
went to check on the results of the
Unit Publications contests.

North Dakota brought home the
Best in Show trophy for our newslet-
ter, the Prairie Rose. At first | could
not find our directory, but then
found it in an envelope under the
newsletters. Our directory had a
little note attached to it that read
“Sorry this was misplaced & not
judged”. Wisconsin's excellent direc-
tory was also misplaced

On Wednesday morning we met
with Lauren and Sheila Carlsen and

their friend, Gerry Pyper, also from
Regina. Gerry is planning an official
caravan from the Alberta Saskatche-
wan Unit to the 2009 International
Rally held in Madison, Wisconsin
next year. He wanted some inputs
from us on places to visit for the
caravan in North Dakota, Minnesota,
and Wisconsin. He already has done
a lot of research, so I'm sure it will be
an excellent caravan.

We were invited to the South
Dakota Unit Luncheon hosted by
John and Bobbi Tetzlaff at a down-

town restaurant, John Bozeman's
Bistro. The food was excellent and
in more quantity that we could do
justice to. Joining the Tetzlaffs and
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their granddaughters were Myrtle and Don Bell from Austin, Texas,
Region 7 2nd VP Joan Lahr and husband Mike, Past R7 First Lady An-
nette Hooker and the Ruebels.

The rest of the week was calling for increasing and unseasonably
high temperatures, so we decided a trip up into the mountains south
of Bozeman would be a good way to cool off during the heat of the
afternoon.

The Hyalite Reservoir is tucked up in the canyon at an elevation
around 6,500 feet. Single vehicle roads took you further back into the
forest and to elevations in excess of 7,000 feet. Obviously we were
not the only ones with the idea to escape the heat, as you were never
far from some other hikers, campers, bikers and people out enjoying
the day. In the evening, we picked up our Unit Publications trophy at
the Awards announcements.

The forecast was calling for temperatures in the high 90’s and
severe thunderstorms through the 4th of July holiday, we decided to
pull up stakes and head home. Thursday morning the winds had
shifted to out of the north, and with it came the smoke from the fires
in Saskatchewan. The heavy haze obscured the mountains to the
north of Bozeman and gave those in view fabulous shading that only
an artist could do justice to on canvas. Winds were relative light all
the way to Medora, where we stayed the night. Staying in the park
that night were four Airstreams that were headed home to Minne-
sota, including their unit president, Carolyn Grandstand and her first
mate Rod. She and | were seated next to each other at the Delegates
meeting. Their unit directory took second place in the Unit Publica-
tions competition.

The trailer still needs washing, and as soon as the rugs are
cleaned, it's ready to go to Stump Lake. We learned a lot from the
people we met at Bozeman. There is a wealth of knowledge out
there and new friends ready to be met. | encourage everyone to con-
sider going to the International Rally next year in Madison. The Rally
Registration Form is already available on the website, www.wbcci.org
and there are discounted rates for registering early.

By Cathy Ruebel
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REMINDERS
To-Dos  FHate

For the Region 7 Voyageur Rally...

|Zl Make sure you have your
paperwork ready for travel to and
from Canada for the Region 7
Voyageur Rally in Thunder Bay,
including passports or appropriate
identification papers, proof of vehicle
insurance, pets health certifications.

|Zl No unit skit this year, but bring
your golf clubs, fishing gear, and your
dancing shoes.

Installation Rally, Bismarck - Sept 11

|Zl Don’t forget to make your res-
ervation at General Sibley Park—
reservation is under the “Ruebel Air-
stream group”, phone 701-222-1844.
Don’t wait until the last minute—this is
International PowWow weekend and
the Park is likely to fill up. See the Unit
Directory for additional information.

|Zl Membership Renewal is com-
ing up and soon you will be receiving
your renewal envelope in the mail.
Please mail it back with your dues, or
bring it to the Installation Rally.

|Zl We are updating the Unit Di-
rectory for the 2009 Membership
year—send to us any changes you
need us to make, like e-mail address,
cell phone, photos, and addresses.
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Stump Lake Picnic Rally * July 25 - 27 * Nelson County

Rally Schedule
Friday, July 25, 2008

Afternoon Parking for early arrivals

4:30 PM Happy Hour for early
arrivals; bring a snack

and your own beverage.

6:00 PM Potluck please bring your
favorite dish to share,
your own beverage and
table service.

Saturday, July 26, 2008

8:30 AM  Breakfast—toast, juice
and coffee.

Noon Lunch on your own

4:00 PM Happy Hour; bring a
snack and your own bev-
erage.

Fr. aedl ¥ gt

5:00 PM The Big Picnic - Burgers &
Dogs on the grill with all
the fixings, and ice cream
for dessert provided -
Please bring a side dish
to share

6:30ish Build the campfire!

Sunday, July 27, 2008

9:00 AM  Breakfast at the Camp-

ground Restaurant
Time for farewells — Have a safe trip!

Campsite Reservations 701-296-4474
or 701-296-456 1—be sure to mention
that you want to park with the
“Airstream Group”.

Rally Fee - $5 per adult, children free.

RSVP to the Ruebels by 7/18/07, by
phone or e-mail if you are planning
to attend, how many, and number
of children/ages if any.
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10 MILES SOUTH OF LAKOTA, NORTH DAKOTA (0N ND HiIGHWAY #1)

Getting There....

Situated in the heart of Nelson County and North Dakota’s Lakes District,
Stump Lake Park is about halfway between Lakota and Pekin on State Hwy 1,

about 10 miles south of US Hwy. 2.
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Road Construction - T'is the Season!
For those coming from the south and
west, please note there is significant
road construction between Carring-
ton and through New Rockford on
Hwy 281, and also Hwy 200 going
east of Carrington. At this time, it
looks like staying on 1-94 to Hwy 1

north (west of Valley City) will be the
better route, though that'’s subject to
change. Please visit the interactive
Road Construction Map which is con-
tinually update by the North Dakota
Dept. of Transportation at

www.dot.nd.gov
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Our Summer Picnic Rally will be
this year’s non-standard rally. Be-
cause it is a relatively short time
frame, there are no specific tours
planned, however the Stump Lake
Park has abundant amenities to keep
us entertained, fed, and as busy as
we want, or don’t want to be.

You will note in the schedule to
the left, it is wide open for whatever
you want to do or take in the local
entertainment. Fishing is prime here,

so don't forget your gear and license.
You can explore the on-site Pioneer
Village and there are paved walking
trails. Most areas are handicap acces-
sible, including the walking trails.

See the schedule for what you
may want to bring for food and bev-
erages.

That part of the state has had
generous supplies of moisture this
year and it may be prudent to bring
insect repellant.



