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Those are not exactly the words | want ringing in my head as we

try and get our first newsletter put together as the newly recognized
newsletter editors. The winter here has been kind of a strange one on
several accounts. Summer’s warmth followed us through fall and car-
ried us through most of November until winter hit with a vengeance!
Several substantial snow storms provided for an unusual amount

of snow days accumulating prior to Christmas. Christmas itself was
almost canceled as once again we tested the endurance of our snow
removal equipment, our backs and cardiovascular systems.

We watch the drifts in our yard slowly wither and allow the still green

grass below to emerge, somehow preserved under the thick blanket

of snow so abruptly laid across the yard. The days are getting longer,
the birds are singing, and spring is in the air.

Like many of you, we are busy planning our camping season and
looking forward to good times and good nights spent with good
friends in the great outdoors. May your travel plans always lead you
to the next great adventure, and may you forever cherish those you
meet along the way.

- Ryan

Wally Byam Caravan Club International, Inc. is a diverse community of

Airstream owners with a commitment to Fun, Fellowship and Adventure.

For membership and rally information please visit www.wbcci.org.
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May 19-21, 2017
Spring “Shake Out the Cobwebs” Rally,
City Campground, Carrington, ND

May 20, 2017
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Region 7 Rally, Minneapolis, MN
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ground, Brandon, MB
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Michigan

Sept. 14-17, 2017
Installation Rally, Jamestown Camp-
ground, Jamestown, ND
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qnztings 5'zom the Noxth

First off, Bev and | want to wish each and
every one of you a wonderful New Year.
We hope that 2017 will be a fun filled year
of Airstream travel and adventure, connect-
ing with old friends and meeting new ones.
As | sit in my office tonight, writing this for
our newsletter, with the temperature at 6
below zero and a wind chill of 31 below
zero, it is hard to concentrate on thinking
of spring. But, spring will be here sooner
than we think, and it is time to plan for our
first Rally. We have chosen Carrington,
ND. on the weekend of May 19, 20, and 21st as our “Spring Shake
Out the Cobwebs Rally.” We will be at the City Park, and it is a first
come, first get campsite park (no reservations). Most of us have been
here before. It is a nice campsite and a really nice town.

We will have our Spring Luncheon and business meeting on Satur-
day in the Chieftain Restaurant. Cathy Rubel has given me some
ideas of things to do while in Carrington, and | believe that she has
put together a tour of the State Research Station. Another idea is
a visit to Dakota Sun Gardens and Winery. Cathy and | will confirm
before the next newsletter what will be happening. | look forward to
sitting around and visiting with everyone, hearing what you did over
the winter, and what you plan over the summer.

- Chris

60th WBCCI
International Rally
July 22-29, 2017
Escanaba, Michigan

Electric/Water/Pumpout sites are currently STANDBY ONLY. If you would
like to get on the standby list please call the office at 937-596-5211 or
email jrethman@wbcci.org

Solar and Generator sites are AVAILABLE. Solar and Generator camping
will have water and pumpouts. Bathrooms/shower houses are available at
the fairgrounds. You can register for those sites NOW.

Arrangements have been made with two off site locations which are rela-
tively close to the fairground. For more information please visit wbcci.org.
Click on Activities and then International Rally.




by Ryan Jilek, #7165

Well Punxsutawney Phil, the beloved groundhog, may
truly be the prognosticator of prognosticators and as
of now has nailed the prediction of six more weeks
of winter. When those first glimpses of green start to
grace the countryside, we will all get a dose of spring
fever and the calling to hook up and start our camping
season.

As is the case with many of us and our bodies, the ef-
fects of the previous year have taken a toll on us. Many
have added a few extra pounds that we wouldn’t mind
addressing before we go out in public. The same can
be said for our Airstreams.

Every trip we take, we pack a few more ‘essentials’ in
all the nooks and crannies of our trailers, and we never
really look at the effects of those extra pounds on our
travels. As Wally said, “Ounces make pounds,” and we
owe it to ourselves and our trailers to make sure we
account for our ounces and how they add up.

Besides having too many essentials packed along,
we need to be aware of the weights and ratings of our
trailers and tow vehicle and make sure we are within
the limits of safe travels. Finding one or the other in
an overloaded state could prove to be disastrous. Let's
make it a point to arrive at our next destinations safely
and ready for the adventure that awaits.

Most importantly is the gross weight rating of your

A

particular trailer. If you have an unmodified trailer this
can be found in your manual or on the Airstream web-
site. Restoration and refurbishment may have altered
this number. If you have replaced your axles, then the
rating of the combined axle weight rating of the new
axles will become your new gross weight rating.

Most Airstreams have a published ‘dry weight’ which
is usually the weight of the trailer with full propane but
without water and cargo. This number is nice to know
and gives us a baseline for how much extra weight we
can safely add to the trailer and is referred to as car-
rying capacity. The carrying capacity of a trailer is the
gross weight rating minus the dry weight.

If you can successfully determine your carrying ca-
pacity of your trailer you now have your target goal of
how much stuff you can actually pack into your trail-
er and still be within the safe rating of your Airstream.
Let’s look at an example of the 2016 Airstream 30 foot
Classic. The gross vehicle rating is 10,000 Ibs. The dry
weight is 7,365 pounds, leaving 2,635 pounds of net
carrying capacity.

Now 2,600 pounds seem like a lot of extra weight that
we can pack into our trailer but let’s first consider the
weight of water. If we fill the fresh water tank of this
trailer with its rated capacity of 54 gallons at approxi-
mately 8.4 Ibs per gallon we've just added 450 Ibs to
the trailer.




Now let's go back to the “ounces make pounds” and
start thinking about some common ‘essentials’ we pack
around.

o Refrigerator: milk, juice, ice, meats, etc.

o Other Food: non-refrigerated foods, canned goods,
bottled water, alcohol, etc.

o Extra battery, solar cells or other electronics

o Outdoor living: chairs, canopy, awning, mats, lan-
terns, etc.

o Pets: food and essentials

o Pots and pans: oh that sweet cast iron collection!

o Dishes, glassware, silverware, etc.

o Clothes, coats, bedding, blankets, pillows, etc.

o Toiletries and personal effects

o TV, DVD, media, etc.

If you are like me, then you for sure have to have a
guitar along too, and all these ounces start adding up
and make pounds pretty fast.

The same weight analysis applies to your tow vehicle.
Ratings can usually be found inside the driver’s side
door panel on a sticker. Some numbers you want to
key in on are that of ‘max payload’ and gross vehicle
rating. For your particular tow vehicle, max payload is
the combined weight of you and your passengers, your
cargo, as well as the tongue weight of your trailer.

Now if all of these numbers are getting confusing and
you truly do not know where or even if your equipment
lies within these ratings, there is some light at the end
of the tunnel. If you can find a certified truck scale, you
will be able to quickly determine if you are within your
limits or not.

Ideally you will want to obtain four separate weights.

Total weight of our tow vehicle and trailer.
Weight of the tow vehicle alone (unhooked)
Weight of the trailer alone (unhooked)

Weight of either the trailer or tow vehicle alone
on the scale but when attached

O o oo

Make sure your measured vehicle and trailer weights
by themselves are less then their respective gross ve-
hicle weight ratings.

You can also use these numbers to determine how
much weight you are transferring through you weight
distribution system to your tow vehicle. Take the weight

of the tow vehicle alone with the trailer attached and
subtract the weight of the tow vehicle without the trailer
OR take the weight of the trailer by itself minus the
weight of the trailer alone when it is attached. This
number is your tongue weight and is usually assumed
to be ideally 10% of your trailer weight. Meaning, 10%
of the total weight of your trailer is transferred to your
tow vehicle.

The tongue weight rating of most factory installed tow
vehicle hitches is usually stated on a sticker or plate
near the receiver hitch. Make sure that the measured
tongue weight is withing this specification.

Finding any of these numbers creeping too close to
your rated numbers is cause for some concern. A
good spring cleaning is the only way to easily reduce
these weights to a comfortable level. Otherwise, it
could be a good excuse to get that brand new 2017
Pendelton Edition and Turbo Diesel you've been
dreaming about!

It is your responsibility to understand these numbers
and make sure that all your measured weights fall
within your vehicle’s and trailers rating’s. Do not rely
on book values alone as everyone loads up their trail-
er in a different way then the next person. Keep it safe
and your overall towing experience will be much more
pleasurable. You will greatly increase your chances

of arriving at that next ultimate destination, safely and
less stressed.

If you have questions or comments please feel free to give me a
call or send an email: 701.290.3036 or jilek@customdata.com




.-o Whats in a¢ Mumber

Does anyone remember seeing this early Airstream Unit
at an International Rally? It's a 1935 Torpedo and was
owned by Dr. Norm Holman. WBCCI #1935 was of course
the membership number of Dr. Holman and was built from
Wally Byam’s plans. #1935 was a fixture at Interna-
tional Rallies and always a part of the Vintage Parade.

So why am | sharing this with you? Read on: (Following
from John Sellers, Wisconsin Unit). “A new (Wisconsin)
member, Steven Langridge, reported on the WBCCI Face-
book page that he had received WBCCI #1935. A lengthy
thread ensued, which you can read on the Facebook page.

WBCCI #1935 was of course the number of Dr. Norm Hol-
man, whose trailer, built from Wally Byam’s plans, was a fix-
ture at Internationals for as far as | go back with WBCCI.
Now, | do understand that WBCCI numbers are assigned
to people, not trailers, and when the people are no longer
WBCCI members for whatever reason, these numbers
are available for reassignment. (Dr. Holman, you may re-
call, died at the Sedalia International in 2012. | suspect
the terrible heat at the rally contributed to his demise.)

In any case, | do believe that his number ought to be retired
rather than reassigned. The trailer itself, bearing that num-
ber, is now in a museum. After talking to Steven Langridge
and telling him the story of WBCCI #1935, he gracefully ac-
cepted a new number and the WBCCI membership #1935
has been retired and will remain on Dr. Holman’s unit.”

Thank you to John Sellers for getting the ball rolling.
Thank you to International President Richard Girard for
getting it done at headquarters. But this biggest ‘Thank
You’' goes to Steven Langridge for his understanding and
willingness to give up #1935 that now will stay with the
Airstream unit. | want to meet Steven and thank him per-
sonally. He is a true Airstreamer and an asset to our Club.

- Linda Agre #5628

W Pegion 7

REGION 7 BREAKFAST

(held during the International Rally)

FOR
ALL REGION 7 MEMBERS AND INVITED
GUESTS

WHEN
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2017 AT 7:30 AM

AT
THE FAMILY INN
6380 N 11th STREET

WELLS, Mi
NORTH OF FAIRGROUNDS ON US 2/41

COST
$12 PER PERSON

TICKETS

SOLD AT REGISTRATION
(SEE THE REGION 7 TABLE TO BUY TICKETS)

STYLE
BUFFET STYLE

MENU
EGGS, HASH BROWNS, MEAT,
TOAST, PANCAKES, COFFEE, JUICE

ROOM

PRIVATE ROOM
AT REAR OF RESTAURANT

CAPACITY
ROOM FOR 50 PERSONS

Kathy Yanke: Your contact at The Family Inn will
be Patti or Sandy. They work the morning shift and
will need a head count as soon as you know the
number. Their phone number is: 906 783-6774

For Our Members: There is plenty of 'street’ park-
ing in front of the restaurant. The food is “home
cooking at its best” and the atmosphere is totally
relaxed.



The WmOW

r’( and

jﬂ\/\ AV heve IV\ B¢

\Mol ensens, i Can
g %A\/CA W\ol AN ATTE VROV

The \/\041(60\) ple wag \)ce awd aal Havr—

é@ (}K Anfﬁ' M Had 4 qwéﬁgﬁ o

St eam Yall.

ed
moom, A and KnW\eevx %K
4l

M v%rb\ew? %‘G@ N r‘fo \i(

the de \Z 0{60 We haa 2

lv\q the
K@W\e%\f N\\ ?d/\

- Kathleen Schultz

¢ e
he ed the .
have ha Anr eaw\ co\m ﬂMm/\Ke ¥ ﬁ)"Orn 5 hc““er grr o
ww‘e o, Cﬁ r’f et he gy tlation o Ted bo et
6556 a g a H’C ally, K ne
: ’TM V\ o:vuv\q e . o ey
s\JWe’G\)o{vI a Cm/mda @V om M we dc”V;P ol ;,VTC 05 (,; tj ;cd g
ver £, Persgy e decidl e
or l;icdcn cnﬂ qa+ dinn ch’ ,g"c’ e ©
e vxeycjr couple Joined byand colfus v - inoua and
\_?)al\ 6\4 Cﬂ e ﬂvwl V\M cacfrom yone ooy Ve were o
in o a
rers mc)(\r A W\we Jensen = V}(oppe a a 3 witg ﬁi : 5 9>’ cre ass
qreat Ve ol conersation

Camer-g / 9ood

Pete Yanke

EDITORS NOTE:

Kelley and I wo
clude a pho&o o
Kihow uf anyone

of change i m

but have moved

uld Love ko hear

better job of timel

that commitment to wi

me as I get my other commitments in Line.

Meanwhile both Kelley and I are suff

Lgehﬁbj Erljuag to

productions of A

ering from a

schedule our summer ockivikies. We wi
in Fhe Biswarck area as So

summer productions wikth the Slee

Laddin and Hmrspra-j if you are a

more stories from all of you on yo
r two if possible for us to add to these

has some content and story ideas they
KeLL@j and I will Ertj to do a

tark ﬁevei.o ment Cor

ghts ow\ci weekends, So 1 ask

hie has Ju,sE been notified that she was awar
ollow Summer Theater. So Look for

ur bravels, Please in-
newsletters, We would also like to
would Like to submik.

y releases of the newsletter. I have hod a Lot
Finme commiltment with work tn th

Executive Vice-President for § f
opment entity for Dickinson and Stark t..mm& I ski

e Last three months. I've taken the job of
orakion which is the economic devel-
L am runining m?kof:ker business as well

at you Pl.ecxse bear with

severe case of cabin fever and are dil-
LL Likely be doing a Lot of camping
ded roles in two

her in both of their
ble ko make it to Bismarck in 3uL~J

- Ryan & Kelley Jilek




2017 Region 7 Rally
June 5 — 11, St Paul, MN
“Sanctuary for Criminals”

St. Paul in the late 1920s and early 1930s was known as a “‘crooks’ haven”—a place for gangsters, bank

robbers, and bootleggers from all over the Midwest to run their operations or to ~ JE¥#3 e
hide from the FBI. The concentration of local organized crime activity prompted [E®
reformers and crime reporters to call for a “cleanup” of the city in the mid-1930s.

St. Paul earned its reputation as the “sanctuary for criminals” in the Midwest with
the help of corrupt politicians and police chiefs who agreed to turn a blind eye to |
gangsters’ underground activities, which included smuggling, racketeering, and
gambling.

Join us in St Paul as we learn about the prohibition era.

* Guided motor coach tour. Explore with us the sites of nightclubs, kidnappings, and gun battles
associated with the 1930's gangsters.

» Tour the Wabasha Street Caverns, formerly known as the Castle Royal speakeasy.

* Bus transportation and tour of the Federal Court House, now the Landmark Center.

* Bus transportation and tour of the newly remodeled Minnesota Capital building.

* Mississippi River historically narrated luncheon buffet cruise with Dixieland music.

* 6 nights camping at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds in Falcon Heights. Electricity, Rally water,
bathroom and shower facility and dump station.

e ....and more
Please cut and return bottom portion

Make checks payable to WBCCI Region 7
Include your WBCCI # on the check

Must return registration and payment by May 1 to: ~ |Name:

WBCCI Region 7 Spouse/Partner
c/o Pete Yanke
1013 SE 13" Ave Address:
St Cloud, MN 56304
Camping ....ccooeeniiiiea $165
Rally Fee per person......$155 State: Zip:
# persons attending...X.........

Total for attendees $ Phone:
Total amount to submit  $ WBCCI Number:
Camping and per person rally fee

Length of Trailer/MH:

Online registration is available on the Region website.
region7.wbcci.net Payment is still required by May 1 |Email:

Emergency Contact:

Questions?  Phonne: 320-260-7803
Email: pyanke@aol.com Contact Phone#:




