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By Ryan and Kelley Jilek, WBCCI # 7165 

The 2015 Region 7 Rally, our very first Airstream 
activity since owning our 1971 Overlander, started 
out with a bang - that bang being our trailer’s hub-
cap flying off somewhere between Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. After spending the night at the beautiful 
Airstream Park in Clear Lake, Minnesota, we cara-
vanned with Linda Agre (from the Minnesota Unit), 
making a few necessary stops, which included 
cheese in Wisconsin, of course! Linda was so excit-
ed to finally make it to the Country Roads RV Park 
that she locked her keys in her B Van immediately 
upon arrival! With only the two mishaps, we’d have 
to say the Rally was a huge success! We were 
pleased at how friendly and accepting all of the Air-
streamers were. We, along with two of our kids, 
loved every minute of our experience. When your 
19 year old son enjoys something like this rally, you 
know you’ve hit the jackpot! 

On Wednesday afternoon, after all attendees (ages 

8-80+) registered, we gathered in the humid, 85 
degree weather for Happy Hour and then enjoyed 
a dinner of fried chicken, meatballs, beans, salads, 
and desserts. There was plenty of food to go 
around, and some of us had to go around again to 
help finish it off. After a couple of hours of getting 
to know each other and sharing stories, most partic-
ipants dispersed. It seemed to be that the saying, 
“Early to bed, early to rise, makes a man healthy, 
wealthy, and wise” was ingrained into many of the 
Airstreamers because come sundown, everyone 
headed to bed! But to everyone’s defense, it did 
seem to be a very wise group! 

On Thursday morning, we visited the International 
Crane Foundation and learned about the 15 spe-
cies of cranes in the world, all of which were repre-
sented there at the location. The IFC works world-
wide to conserve cranes and the ecosystems, water-
sheds, and flyways on which they depend. Conserv-
ing all 15 species of cranes requires a broad com-

(Continued on page 3) 
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Unit Officers 

President’s Note                 ….by Art Idso 

Dear Members, 

Thank you to the nine trailer members who partic-
ipated at the Absaraka Buddy Rally.  Nineteen 
people helped to make the rally a success.  The 
activities centered on local touring. 

The upcoming Installation Rally at Fort Ransom 
State Park has been finalized in person and I have 
reserved 16 RV sites , of which 12 have been paid 
for by me.  Call me at 701-388-0615 if you are 
planning to attend to claim one of these sites. 

I am looking forward to a good rally with blessings of good weather.  I 
hope to see all of you in September. 

Your President, 
Art 

Unit President 
Art Idso #1397 
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st
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Larry Ruebel #10081 
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nd
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Chris Wells #7394 

 

Treasurer 
Bev Zink #4114 
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Bev Wells #7394 
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Roxanne Towles #4103 
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Rose Larson #5606 
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Allan Towles #4103 

 
Past President 

Allan Towles #4103 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Cathy Ruebel #10081 

2015-2016 Calendar of Events  

Sept 24 - 27, 2015 Fall Installation Rally, Fort Ransom State Park, 
Fort Ransom, ND 

Jan 10-15, 2016 International Board of Trustees Meeting, 
Rayne, LA 

May 12-15, 2016 Spring Campout - TBA 

May 14, 2016 Spring Luncheon & Business Meeting,  
Casselton, ND 

June 9 -12, 2016 Summer Buddy Rally, Wolford, ND 

June 28 - July 4, 
2016 

59th International Convention/Rally, 
Lewisburg, West Virginia  

July 19-21, 2016 Region 7 Work Rally, International Peace  
Gardens, Dunseith, ND 

July 22-26, 2016 Monument of Peace Dedication Rally,  
International Peace Gardens, Dunseith, ND 

Aug 15 - 21, 2016? Region 7 Tall Ships Rally, Duluth, MN 

Aug 20 - 23, 2016 Buddy Rally, Art’s Place, Absaraka, ND 

Sept 15-18, 2016 Street Fair Installation Rally, Mandan, ND 

July 22-29, 2017 60th International Rally, Escanaba, Michigan 



 

 

mitment to the people and places essential to 
cranes. Since their inception in 1973, the IFC has 
dramatically grown in reach and impact, working 
tirelessly to do what they can to save the cranes. By 
being part of a group tour, we were treated to per-
sonal tour guides who were able to tell us anything 
and everything we wanted to know about cranes. I 
think the majority of us felt as though we gained a 
wealth of knowledge about and respect for cranes 
by attending.  

That afternoon, the Region 7 officers met, while oth-
ers relished in the water parks and other attractions 
the Wisconsin Dells has to offer. A fun-filled musical 
evening was spent at the Wisconsin Opry, a local 
family farm. We feasted on a home-cooked meal 
of turkey and all the fixings, including homemade 
strawberry shortcake for dessert, while being en-
tertained by the Dickinson Family Band, which 
featured toe-tappin’ songs for young and old. Af-
ter dinner, the Dickinsons opened one end of 
their barn to create a gorgeous backdrop to their 
performance. To end the perfect evening, Virgil 
Dickinson took us all on a hayride to experience 
the back 40 of the farm, while his daughters sere-
naded us and got most of us to sing along! Back 
at the RV park, a few gathered at the Jilek 
campsite for some homebrew and a brief camp-
fire (too hot!).  

Friday’s activities included a trip to Circus World 
Museum, nestled in the beautiful surroundings of 

Baraboo, Wisconsin, to experience a part of Ameri-
can history – the traveling circus. Owned by the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, the museum sits on 
some of the land owned by the Ringlings, of the 
famous Ringling Brothers Circus, and includes 
eight of the ten remaining Ringling buildings on 
the grounds. Circus World Museum holds one of 
the largest collections of circus materials in the 
world, including circus wagons, posters, photog-
raphy, and artifacts used by shows from all over 
the United States. A Circus Music Show, an Illusion-
ist Show, and a Big Top Circus Performance were 
some of the highlights! 

Another group took a drive south to The House on 
the Rock, a complex of architecturally unique 
rooms, streets, gardens, and shops replete with 

oddities and kitsch. We were told that one’s imagi-
nation could be set dancing by the wonders spun 
into existence by American visionary, Alex Jordan. 
Some of the attendees felt they had to scrub their 

(Continued from page 1) 
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hands after visiting the House, while others left daz-
zled, amazed, and possibly inspired! 

The afternoon was again spent enjoying Wisconsin’s 
fun and splendor, before joining the ever-expanding 
Happy Hour circle outside the pavilion. Dinner fol-
lowed with a steak and chicken BBQ and plenty of 
food to fill us up. We were told no rally would be 
complete without ice cream sundaes served for des-
sert! To top off the night, many gathered around a 
campfire to visit and share Airstreaming tips, tricks, 
and adventure stories. 

Saturday morning, we were treated to a Sky Med-
sponsored breakfast. Saturday was the warmest of 
days, but that didn’t stop us from cruising down the 
Wisconsin River on the Dells Boat Tour. We toured 
the Upper Dells, home to towering sandstone cliffs, 
spectacular natural sculptures carved by wind, water, 
and time. We marveled at the high cliffs and dramatic 
formations while our captain navigated the boat 
through the treacherous Devil’s Elbow. We were ex-
tremely happy to go ashore, where there was much-
needed shade and cooler temps, to explore the mys-
terious Witches Gulch and to see the famous dog 

leap at Stand Rock. After the tour, some braved the 
heat in town for lunch and shopping, while others 
went back to their campsites for a reprieve from the 
high temperatures.  

That evening, we carpooled to the Dells Raceway 
Park, where we were given the VIP treatment with a 
tour of The Pit, dinner, and special seating to watch 
the Habelman Cranberry 100 Super Late Model Race 
and other races. With earplugs in, we enjoyed the 
races while the sun went down and the evening 
cooled off with a little rain. 

Our Rally was concluded on Sunday with a breakfast 
by Region 7, where everyone won a door prize. We 
were very excited to receive an official Airstream key 
ring. Oh, the little joys in life! Hugs and farewells were 
given by all. 

Region 7 did an excellent job of providing fun and 
exciting activities for both young and old. There cer-
tainly was Something for Everyone! For us first-timers, 
we’d have to say that Airstreamers are some of the 
nicest people we’ve ever met! We look forward to 
many more adventures with our new friends! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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July 2016 Dedication Planned 

Monument of Peace now at International Peace Garden 

Art’s Place 

On August 17, 2015, Art Norby, the artist whose vision 
created the Monument of Peace, personally delivered his 
work to the International Peace Garden north of Dun-
seith.  Vern and Bev Zink met Mr. Norby there, and with 
the assistance of park personnel, carefully unloaded the 
statue and put it in its temporary home in the Interpre-
tive Centre & Conservatory.  Television crew from KXMC 
was on hand to document the arrival. 

The granite base arrived several weeks prior to the statue being delivered, so the main components are 
ready to be installed.  It will be in the  main fountain where the original statue was placed in 1975 by 
WBCCI.  Dedication of the Monument of Peace is tentatively scheduled for the end of July, 2106. 

 

The work is not done yet—we still need to raise about $20,000 to pay our final bill to the artist.  Now, it is 
up to US.  This club will make history once again.  A donation coupon to fill out can be found in the North 
Dakota Peace Garden Unit Directory, on our website, www.nodak.wbcci.net  or Region 7’s Website, 
www.region7.wbcci.net     Please contact Mr. Doug Hevenor, International Peace Garden CEO, for more 
information on direct deposits. 

In the US:         In Canada: 

International Peace Garden                          International Peace Garden 
10939 Highway 281                                             Box 419 
Dunseith, ND  58329                                            Boissevain, MB R0K 0E0 
Ph.    701.263.4390                                            Ph. 204.534.2510 
Fax:     701.263.3169 
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The 2014 Summer Buddy Rally was held in the bustling 
metropolis of Absaraka, North Dakota at President Art 
Idso’s place.  You could tell Art’s been planning this rally 
for years – you could drop anchor in the totally smooth 
park-like open grounds, sheltered from the ever-present 
North Dakota winds, or under the huge shade trees, if 
you like.  Chairs ringed the fire pit, just ready for hours 
of conversation – even the mosquitoes were someplace 
else.   

The Absaraka Community Center, a short walk across 
the neighbor’s yard provided the perfect place to have 
our meals and entertainment in air conditioned com-
fort.  Art and partner Kathleen Schultz had dinner ready 
for everyone and NO ONE leaves hungry from any Air-
stream meal! 

Thursday evening around the campfire, silence fell 
when someone said they could hear a vehicle coming 
up the road.  The first one was a false alarm, but the sec-
ond was an Airstream arrival.  Two more false alarms, 
then the group was complete. And what is a campfire 
without S’Mores – some like their marshmallows toasty 
and gooey, while others can’t wait so long and go 
straight for flame broiled. 

Art and Kathleen got everyone’s day going with a 
hearty pancake and sausage breakfast. Afterwards, we 
loaded up Art’s old school bus for a day touring the ru-
ral heart of the North Dakota.   

First stop was the Arthur Companies’ grain loading facil-
ity in Ayr.  Art’s son Alan is the Ayr facility manager and 
gave us a personal tour.  We watched the high tech 
sampling and grading of grains as it arrives in trucks as 
it is processed, to be followed by rail shipping to the 
west coast.  The Arthur Companies also provide other 
services to support their growers, such as seed, fertilizer, 
and spray services. 

From there, we headed to Page for lunch at the cafe 
and ramble around the shops. Everybody knows every-
body in this area - driving along, people were always 
waving to us.   The afternoon was left to our own time 
– some went into Fargo for some therapy shopping, 
others found a cool nap location, or friendly conversa-
tion.  Supper was potluck offering at the Community 
Center to escape the late summer heat, then retiring to 
a roaring campfire– and root beer floats were served by 
Marie and Gail.   

(Continued on page 7) 

Time to relax at the Absaraka Summer Buddy Rally 
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Absaraka Summer Buddy Rally Highlights...continued 

Art’s Place 

Saturday morning we boarded the bus for a mystery 
tour.  It was a true trip down memory lane, with a 
stop at an old ice cream parlor, sitting around listen-
ing to old vinyl albums and shooting the breeze.   

Lunch was at the Casselton Pizza Ranch, then on to 
the Robert Miller Regional Airport.  There is no one 
better than Robert Miller to provide a history of the 
airport, refreshments,  and a tour of his maintenance 
facility.    Bob is a 2007 inductee into the North Da-
kota Aviation Hall of Fame – a Vietnam combat pilot 
who went on to fly commercially, retiring from 
Northwest Airlines in 2006 as a 757 captain.  Today 
he is still flying and currently building a modified RV-
8, a single engine experimental airplane, his second 
RV-8.  His shop is a mechanic’s dream, with every 
tool you could want, all neatly in its place .  To give 
you an idea of the quality of his workmanship, he 
showed us some samples of his welding ability.  He 
cut in half a square of household aluminum foil (not 
even the heavy duty stuff), and flipped one half over 
so the shiny side was down – then he had welding it 
back together.   

Back in Absaraka, it was time to relax for most of us. 

The Monument of Peace Committee held a brief 
meeting to update everyone on the progress.  The 
Monument was delivered to the International Peace 
Garden by artist Art Norby on Monday August 17th.  
A Special Events Rally is being planned in conjunc-
tion with the dedication, tentatively scheduled for 
July 25, 2016.  There is still around $20,000 to be 
raised yet to pay off the expenses of the monument. 

Following potluck supper, a local vocal duo enter-
tained with country favorites with a touch or rock & 
roll. Anna Truax from Erie, ND, just finished high 
school this past spring, currently works at the Page 
grocery story, and is headed to Minneapolis for a 
year before starting college.  Accompanying her on 
six and twelve string guitar was vocalist Matt Guer-
tin, who has been playing guitar since he was a 
young child and hopes someday to have a recording 
studio in North Dakota.     

A delicious potluck breakfast was a fitting finale as 
Sunday morning arrived cold and windy,  Jack Bailey  
shared some words of wisdom rto send us all on our 
way.  Art reminded everyone of the upcoming Instal-
lation Rally at Fort Ransom State Park and to remem-
ber to bring along clothes for all weather conditions, 
as late September in North Dakota can run the full 
range of seasons.  Some members decided to stay 
for another day ,while the rest headed out to our 
next adventure—or jobs.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Fall Installation Rally 
Fort Ransom State Park, ND 

September 24 - 27, 2015 

Thursday, Sept. 24 

Arrivals – anytime 

4 PM Happy Hour 

6 PM Potluck Supper—bring a dish to 

share 

Bonfire following supper 

Friday, Sept. 25 

Breakfast on your own 

10 AM Opera House Tour, Lisbon, ND 

11:30 AM Lunch at the Bistro - across the 

street from the Opera House (Great 

shopping, too) 

1:30 PM Tour of the Old Soldiers’ Home 

4 PM  Happy Hour back at the Camp 

5:30 PM  Grill your own meat and bring a 

side dish to pass 

Evening Campfire and fellowship 

Saturday, Sept. 26 

8 AM Breakfast - Biscuits, sausage gravy 

and fresh fruit. 

9 AM Fall Business Meeting & Election of 

2016 Officers 

Free time to enjoy the Sheyenne Valley Arts 

& Craft Association Festival 

4 PM Leave camp for Lisbon - Dinner &  

  Installation of New Officers 

Sunday, Sept. 27 

8:30 AM Potluck breakfast & Prayer Service 

Goodbyes 

The Fall installation Rally is being held on the same 
weekend as the 2015 Fort Ransom Sheyenne Valley 
Arts and Crafts Festival, a unique gathering of arts and 
craft vendors from a multi-state region set up through-
out the city of Fort Ransom.  

Because of this festival, the campground would book 
up completely, so President Art has reserved 16 sites 
and paid for 12 sites.  Call him at 701-388-0615 ASAP 
to claim one of the reserved sites to make sure you 
have a place to park when you get there. Don’t delay 
because at some point he will release the unpaid for 
sites. 

Be sure to bring clothing appropriate to all season, as 
it could be cool or summer-like.  Bring your own table 
service to all meals. Membership renewals will be col-
lected at the rally.   
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Rally Schedule What’s on tap... 

Where to find it... 


