
 

 

Official Newsletter of the North Dakota Peace Garden Unit 

A beautiful weekend 
for the Enchanted 
Highway Rally, and 
if you were unable 
to make it, you 
missed a good 
one.  What rally 
would be com-

plete without 
seeing good 
friends, visiting 
interesting 
places and talk-
ing to the locals, 
and of course, 
more food than 
one eats all winter

-long! 

We started our with 
a pre-rally lunch Fri-
day, June 4th at the 
Assumption 
Abby in 
Richardton, 
hosted by  
our Unit 
President 
John 
Krabseth 

and the 
Cook-in-
Chief, 
First 
Lady 

Joyce.   

 

 

Joining the Krabseths for the spring 
opener were Lillian and Don Thomson 
from Cavalier and Judy Koester from 

Cando, Carolyn and Bruce Coonrod from 
Pierre, SD, Vern and Bev Zink and Larry and 

Cathy Ruebel from Bismarck, and Rose and Ron 
Larson from Bowman. 

Brother Michael 

joined us after lunch 
to give us a tour of the 

historic St Mary’s 
Church and its vintner’s 

cellar and gift shop.  
Started in 1888 by a 

group of Benedictine 
monks, the Abby grew 

with the good times and shrunk 
in the bad, and grew again.   Cattle 

operations and farming add to their 
livelihood, and the monks that live at the 

monastery also serve as pastors at outlying 

communities. 

Saturday morning after breakfast, Enchanted 
Highway artist and sculptor Gary Greff spent more 

than a hour with the group, giving insight into his dream 
and how it has become a reality.  More than 20 years 
ago, he saw how the small towns in North Dakota were 
shrinking in population and thought about what he 
could do to draw more 

people to his home town 
of Regent.  He was a 
teacher a the local 
school, but had never 
studied art or knew how 
to weld.  His ideas start 
out as a concept, or 
maybe just a figurine he 
sees somewhere.  He 
makes simple drawings 
and enlarges them on 

graph paper laid out on 
the floor of the now-
closed school.  The chal-

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Traveling down the Enchanted Highway  

Theodore Roosevelt Rides Again— stands 51 feet tall and is made of 1¾ inch well pipe. 
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Region VII Rally   
August 2-9, 2010 

 

By John Krabseth 

Our rally at Regent was well attended and we had beauti-
ful weather, no snow.  The tour at Assumption Abbey was 
very interesting, and concluded in the wine cellar for tast-

ing. 

Saturday morning at the campground Gary Greff gave 
descriptions and stories behind the sculptures he built 
along the Enchanted Highway.  We were amazed at the 
magnitude and space taken by each sculpture. There was 
a discussion on ways our unit can promote the highway. It 
is only in North Dakota you can find this display of art in 

an out of way place. 

The Installation Rally is in Jamestown, plans are to have brunch and serve corned 
beef hash.  Tentative Schedule:  Thursday:  evening on your own.  Friday morning 
sausage, eggs and pancakes, Happy Hour and potluck.  Saturday morning brunch, 

Business meeting, Installation.  Sunday Worship service and breakfast 

President’s Corner                                  

Glazed Cinnamon Apple Chips      

Apples            June 5, 2010 

2 tbsp. Fruit Fresh           From Joyce Krabseth 

2 quarts cold water 

Cinnamon 

Sugar 

 

Put water in large bowl and add Fruit Fresh. Mix cinnamon and sugar and put 

in a separate bowl. Peel apples and slice very thin into the bowl of water to keep 

them from turning brown.  When you have enough slices to cover a baking sheet 

grid or cooling rack, drain apples and pat dry.  Coat apple slices with sugar mix-

ture and arrange on the grid - put a baking sheet or foil under the rack to catch 

any drips or excess sugar.  Bake at 200º or your oven’s lowest possible tempera-

ture - Joyce uses a convection oven and it takes about 7 hours.  Remove from oven 

when done.  Allow to cool completely, then store in an airtight container.  

2010  
Calendar of Events 
 

June 27 - July 4, 2010 
53rd International Rally 

Gillette, Wyoming 
 

Aug. 2-9, 2010 
Saddle Up to Medora 

Region 7 Rally  
Red Trails Campground, 

Medora, ND 
 

Sept. 10-12, 2010 
Fall Installation Rally 

Frontier Fort  
Campground 

Jamestown, ND 
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lenge is to take a small item and turn 

it into a sculpture fifty or sixty feet in 
the air and it still looks like it should.  
He prefers to think of his sculptures 
as folk art, but if it doesn’t look quite 

right, “it’s modern art!” he quipped. 

The first sculpture completed was 
“The Tin Family” located just north of 
Regent.  The Tin Man stands forty-
five feet tall and has sixteen tele-
phone poles to anchor and hold him 

up.  The Tin Lady is forty-four feet 
tall, with barbed wire for hair and 
augers for earrings.  The Tin Boy  
comes in at a strappin’ twenty-three 
feet tall and has wheel rims painted 
baby blue for eyes.  The land that 
this and the rest of the sculptures are 
at the courtesy of the landowners 

who generously provide the space. 

Many of us were surprised that the 
“Geese in Flight” sculpture wasn’t 

one of the first.  Greff explained that 
he realized that to get people to take 

the Enchanted Highway down to 
Regent, he needed to make it visible 
to the travelers on Interstate 94.  
According to their website, 

www.enchantedhighway.net : 

 “It took four years and over 
$150,000 to finish this Guinness 
World Book record sculpture. It was 
accepted in 2002 by the Guinness 
World Book as the World’s Largest 

Scrap Metal Sculpture.”  (It measures 
110 feet tall and weighs almost 79 

ton.) 

“This creation utilized the skills of a 
number of individuals. High school 
students welded, several organiza-
tions and 
many commu-
nity residents 
donated their 
time and ser-

vices.” 

“The sun burst is made of 
over 300 lengths of well 
pipe and there is more than 
4.4 miles of weld holding 

the sculpture together. The 
geese and hills are made 
from oil well tanks that 
were taken apart and then 
welded back together to 
form the shapes. Over 
twelve tanks were used to 
complete this project. More 

than $9000 in auto paint was used 

to color the sculpture.” 

“Cranes were rented for $20,000 to 

move, flip and set the sculpture into 
place. Funds for the project were 
raised from many sources. The Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, 
North Dakota Arts Council, Het-
tinger County Job Development Au-
thority, the City of Dickinson, Stark 
County, North Dakota Senator Byron 
Dorgan, as well as many private do-

nations made this project a success.” 

Most of the materials for his projects 
come from the oil fields, where old 
tanks are cut open, ends are re-
moved, and the sides flatten by driv-
ing a tractor over it.  In the begin-
ning, people would bring scrap iron 

to be used in the sculptures, but 
that quickly presented its own 
problem.  The recent addition of a 
plasma cutter has greatly help with 

cutting the metal. 

The sheer size of the sculptures and 
the weight of the iron presents sig-
nificant logistical challenges. When 
the deer was completed and ready 
to be transported through town, 
measurements of Main Street were 
taken and everything looked good.  
Loaded up, the buck is 75 feet tall 

and 60 feet wide, they started zig-
zagging around obstacles, until they 
came to two poles directly across the 

street from each other.  The antlers 
and the hind legs had to be cut off 
to fit through, and welded back on 

onsite. 

Continued from page 1 
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Enchanted Highway Rally …...continued 

Pre-Rally luncheon at the Assumption Abbey in Richardton, ND 

The Tin Family 



 

 

Greff confessed that he 
struggles with funding for 
the projects, and the main-
tenance and upkeep, like 
painting and mowing 
around the sculptures.   
The Enchanted Highway 
Foundation, a IRC 501(c) 3 
charitable organization 

was set up years ago to 
help to ensure the sculp-
tures’ future.  Financial support and 
media exposure is tough work for his 
family run foundation, and he said he 

will take whatever he can get. 

The RV campground is another of his 
venues to provide funds for the sculp-
tures, along with a gift shop.  On the 
“Someday” list, he hopes to open a 
café and dinner theatre, and convert 

the old school into lodging for dinner 

guests. 

There are four more sculptures 
planned before the Enchanted High-

way is “complete”, the next sculpture 
being a garden spider web, with giant 
spiders and flowers.  With an eye to 
the future, Greff said each sculpture 
has something missing for the future 
generation to add to it.  You notice 
that the Tin Family needs a little girl 
and the family dog?  Asked what was 
missing from the Grasshoppers, he 

said that was for the next generation 
to determine.  Picnic tables, shelters 
and areas for the kids to play are lo-
cated at or planned for each of the 
sites, including a people maze at the 

Deer Crossing 

Following his talk, we 
headed out to see the En-
chanted Highway with 
new eyes.  The Teddy Roo-
sevelt sculpture now has a 
wooden stage coach and 
horses for kids to climb 
around on, which was a 
perfect place for a group 

photo.  We had lunch with 
the Grasshoppers, got a 

spectacular view atop the hill at Geese 
in Flight, and managed to locate all 

the GeoCaches along the way! 

The spring rally is also time to take 
care of club business.  The agenda 
was pretty light, with discussion about 
the balloting for new region officers, 
our delegate for the International Rally 
in Gillette, Wyoming, and exploring 

potential community service projects 
for future rallies.  See the meeting min-

utes posted in this newsletter. 

Following the meeting on Saturday, 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Enchanted Highway Rally …...continued 

Grasshopper’s Delight Deer Crossing 

Fisherman’s Dream 

Geese in Flight Pheasants on the Prairie 



 

 

supper was potluck with so much 
food.    Joyce brought out glazed cin-
namon apple chips which were a great 
hit.  We worked on Joyce for the rec-

ipe, as it was one she had gotten from 
a friend and wasn’t written down.  The 
chips were fabulous and quite easy to 
make. Wind was a bit of a challenge, 
keeping hold of your plate and bracing 
up the screen tent at the same time 
took coordination.  Regent is a quiet 

little town - a perfect place for a walk 
around town, a quiet bicycle ride, or 
testing out the accuracy of your GPS 

by tracking down several GeoCaches. 

Sunday morning, Joyce and John 
served pancakes and sausages, with 
Ron and Don manning the griddles.  
Following breakfast, Vern gave a short 
talk reflecting on one’s faith and hope. 
A can was set up for donations to go 
to the Enchanted Highway Founda-
tion and Joyce took the donations to 
the gift store as everyone broke camp.  

And no snow.  Kudos to whoever was 

in charge of weather this rally. 

Most everyone at this rally had seen 
some of the sculptures along the En-
chanted Highway before.  Being able 
to meet with Gary Greff and learn 

about his visions, shed a entirely new 
light on his work.  We wish him well 
with his current and future projects 
and share his hope that they will re-
main on the North Dakota prairie for 

generations to come. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Enchanted Highway Rally…. continued 

John Krabseth and Judy Koester 

All aboard! 

Judy Koester 

North Dakota Peace Garden Unit 
Enchanted Highway RV Park 

Regent, ND 
June 5, 2010 

 

The meeting was called to order by 
President John Krabseth at 3:35 PM.  
Trailers present  were Krabseth, Larson, 
Koester, Thomson, Coonrod, Ruebel 

and Zink.  No trailer Peterson. 

There was no secretary report due to 

the absence of the secretary. 

Treasurer Report: 

Lillian Thomson reported balance on 
hand of 907.43 the same as last fall.  
$165.00 was received from the Mani-

toba unit and a thank you was sent.  
Bills for the rally was 84.00 or 7.00 
each rally fee.  Lillian also reported we 
have a new member Betty Stephens 

from Manitoba. 

Lillian also she received blue stars for 
the Past Presidents flags.  Ron Larson 
made a motion seconded by Larry Rue-
bel to pay for the stars out of the unit 

treasury as long as we have funds to 

do so.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

President John announced the state 
fair rally was cancelled due to the 
campground we had reservations at 
was sold and there were no sites avail-

able. 

New Business: 

Delegate and alternate for the Interna-
tional Rally  at  Gillette was disgust.  

Larry Ruebel made a motion seconded 
by Ron Larson  to have John Krabseth 
to be our delegate and Joyce Krabseth 
as alternate.  Also to vote their con-

science. 

Cathy Ruebel made a motion that the 
unit do some community service pro-
jects such as the enchanted highway 
etc. Seconded by Vern Zink.  Motion 

carried.  A donation can was set out 
for the enchanted highway and was 

taken to Gary Graff. 

Cathy was thanked for the good job 

on the directory. 

Ron Larson made a motion seconded 
by Cathy Ruebel to adjourn the meet-

ing at 4:30 PM  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rose  Larson, acting secretary 

UNIT MINUTES 
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This is my last newsletter to you. I have 
enjoyed this opportunity to share in-
formation with you and have at-
tempted to keep you informed as to 
some of the "behind the scenes" hap-

penings. 

Due to some disharmony in WBCCI, it 
is most important that you share this 
newsletter with all unit members. 
A few months ago, some non-
members were using a facsimile of the 
WBCCI logo on their web sites, and 

one was a rally using Wally Byams's 
name. WBCCI's lawyer sent Cease and 
Desist letters, and one non-member 
renamed the event and changed his 
logo. The second person has refused 
to change the logo he uses on his web 

site so that situation is still pending. 

It saddens me that so many of our 
members choose to get information 
from web sites other than WBCCI.org, 
the official web site for our club. Much 
of the information on the other forums 
may be misleading, half truths, and 

rumor. 

One of the latest postings is that 
WBCCI is being sued by the Metropoli-
tan New York Unit, which has 32 
members.  To date, neither WBCCI 
Headquarters nor any International 
Officer has been officially notified of a 
lawsuit against the club. Should a law-
suit be filed, WBCCI will vigorously 
defend itself. However, even if a law-
suit is not filed, all the disharmony and 
talk of a suit has already caused the 

club to overspend the budget line for 

legal fees. 

Some letters have been mailed to 
WBCCI members by members of the 
Metropolitan New York Unit request-
ing members to send money to help 
with the lawsuit. These letters are not 

condoned by WBCCI Headquarters, 
the International Officers, or the Re-
gion Presidents. These letters are very 
politely written and say that the 
money will go to save the club. If a 
few members sue and the club de-
fends itself in court, lawyer fees could 
be exorbitant. The question is, "How 
will this save the club?" Anytime a law-

suit is filed, there is only one winner, 

the lawyers. 

If you wish to not receive any more of 
these letters, then please let the au-
thors of the letters and the MNYU 
know how you feel. Hearing from 
other members and units will have 
impact.  WBCCI has in place, through 
its Constitution and Bylaws, ways to 
change the organization. We encour-
age members and units to use these 

Constitutional provisions for change.  

 
Some Changes  

Over the Past Thirty Years 
 
History is interesting. At the Interna-
tional Rally in Gillette, Loretta Moss, 
club historian, will have WBCCI history 

books on display. Below are some in-
teresting historical facts. Please join 
Loretta in reading about some addi-

tional bits of our history. 

· In the mid 1970s, Airstream Corpora-
tion ceased to be the  sole sponsor of 
WBCCI. Until then, WBCCI's offices 

were in an Airstream building, and 
anyone who purchased an Airstream, 

became a WBCCI member. 

After WBCCI moved out of Airstream 
facilities, our membership began its 

decline. 

At one time, all members, not just 
those on stage, wore tuxes and ball 

gowns to installation. 

Less than 20 years ago, none of the 
International Officers could leave their 

Airstreams until after the International 

President left his. 

In 1998, the usherettes wore white 

gloves each evening. 

Until the past decade, members 
were not openly encouraged to at-

tend the Mid-Winter IBT. 

The rally in Lansing, Michigan was 
the first to offer 30 amp electricity us-

ing large generators. 

Until the rally in Perry, Georgia, fe-
male spouses of Region and Interna-
tional Officers wore white suits to the 

Opening Ceremonies. 

The 2007 International Rally in Perry, 
Georgia was the first to "stream" the 

IBT Seminar and IBT Meeting. 

In 2009, WBCCI sold one of the 
three cargo trailers used to carry sup-
plies to International Rallies. Only one 

cargo trailer is needed in Gillette. 

 

 Other Items of Interest 
 
Frank Carson, #23343, has just re-

cruited his 100th member! Congratu-
lations, Frank. What an example to set 

for the rest of us. 

Registrations for Gillette are 720 as 
of May 26th, and there have been no 

cancellations this week. 

At the present time, we have about 
54 seminars scheduled. Some of these 
are repeats, and the number includes 

vendor seminars. 

There are several new seminars that 

are of special interest to women. 

At the back of the Rally Program 
Book, seminars and brief description 

are listed by date and time. 

The Youth Schedule is incorporated 

in with the regular daily schedule. 

Any one who has decided to attend 
the International Rally may still do so.  
You pay your rally fee when you go 
through verification. This includes 

early workers as well. 

The Canada Day entertainment has 
been changed to the April Verch Band 

from Ontario. 

Cam-Plex has begun a recycling pro-
gram. While we are there, we will be 

able to recycle! 

The Airstream that was used for the 
Post Office is being sold because of 
the expense of having it towed from 

one International Rally site to the next. 

TRAVEL SAFELY TO THE 

53rd WBCCI INTERNATIONAL RALLY 

President’s Monthly News 
Tom Collier, International President 

June 2010 


