
 

 

Official Newsletter of the North Dakota Peace Garden Unit 

Prairie Rose 
Wally Byam Caravan Club International  

The Airstream RV Owners’ Club 

Starting our caravan to Winnipeg at 
the Prairie Haven Campground, 
Eckelson were Jack and Arlene Bai-
ley, Vern and Bev Zink, Bruce and 
Carolyn Coonrod, and  Ron and 
Rose Larson.  We all were greeted 
with a tote bag with an Airstream 
painted on it by the campground 
owners, Colleen and Robert Col-
lier.  After good fellowship in Zink’s 
motorhome due to rain, we all 
headed for our trailers to get ready 
for traveling.   
 
Saturday morning after a hearty 
breakfast of biscuits gravy, eggs, ba-

con and sausage served by the Col-
liers, we headed to our next destina-
tion, Wahalla.  We had a stop over in 
Petersburg {where the Larsons once 
called home} to stretch our legs and 
walk our four legged friends. 
  
In Wahalla, we were met by 3rd Inter-
national Vice President Don Clark 
and his wife Jan, Don and Lillian 
Thomson from Cavalier, Judy Koester 
from Cando, and Region 7 President 
Don and Terrol Rogers who drove 
down for the day from Winnipeg.   
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Summer Picnic Rally leads to R7 Folklorama Rally  

It’s Membership Renewal Time 

In this issue…. 
 
President’s Message 

 
Region 7  

Folklorama Rally  
 

Installation Rally Info 
& Schedule 

 
News from  

Around Region 7 

Seated clockwise, Jack and Arlene Bailey, Vern and Bev zink, Judy Koester, 
Bruce and Carolyn Coonrod, Rose  and Ron  Larson, and Larry Ruebel. 
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Ron Larson  #5606 
 

Membership Chair 
Darina Lindroth  #268 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
 In an effort to protect 
our members from hav-
ing their personal infor-

mation being made 
available ONLINE when 
this newsletter is posted 
to our website, phone 

numbers and e-mail ad-
dresses are omitted 
here.  Please consult 

your unit membership 
directory  

President’s Corner…..           by Rose Larson 

2009 Calendar of Events 
Sept. 3 - 7, 2009 Hands Across the Border Rally, Assiniboia, Saskatchewan 

Sept. 10 -14, 2009 Manitoba Fall Finale Rally, Kitche Manitou Campground, 
Spruce Wood Provincial Park, near Glenboro MB 

Sept 10 - 13, 2009 Region 7 Vintage Airstream Rally, Osceola, Wisconsin 

Sept. 17-20, 2009 ND Installation Rally - Downstream Campground, Riverdale 

Oct. 1 - 4, 2009 Minnesota Unit - Big Island Rendezvous, Albert Lea, MN 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank every-
one who helped in so many ways this year.  We will 
all remember the snow in Dickinson, the beautiful 
Ukranian eggs and the wonderful Folklorama Rally 
just to mention some of our adventures.  Hopefully 
the installation rally weather will co-operate. 
  
Here are some news from the Region 7 meeting. 
  
The Manitoba unit will be folding as of October. 
  
We will need to change one page of our constitu-
tion due to changes made in Madison on who can 

be a delegate from the units. 
  
A letter was read from Stan Schwenke resigning as 1st VP of the region due 
to his Marys health problems. 
  
There were 905 units in  Madison, with 54 from Region 7.  We have 181 units 
in Region 7. 
  
Cathy Ruebel was presented with a first place ribbon for the directory from 
Madison.  We will also get a blue ribbon unit merit award. 
  
And last, but not least ,the 2010  Region 7 Rally will be held in Medora with 
more information coming on the web site soon. 
  
See you in Riverdale 
Rose 

Please bring your membership renewals 
to the Installation Rally, or  

Mail back to Lillian Thomson ASAP 
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On Sunday afternoon, we went to 
Mountain and the Icelandic Festival 
which was wrapping up.  From 
there,  our bus driver Don Thomson 
gave us a tour of the local country-
side   That evening, we were joined 
by Larry and Cathy Ruebel of Bis-
marck.   
 
Misfortune befell the Ruebels on the 
way to Walhalla, when they crossed 
paths with a kamikaze seagull.  It 
almost was a miss, but the hapless 
bird took off downwind and could-
n’t get enough altitude to clear the 
expensive panels on the trailer.  
Bruce Coonrod made a valiant at-
tempt to fix the booboo with a stra-
tegically placed Band-Aid, but it did 
wonders for Larry’s perspective.  
Could happen anytime to anyone. 
Monday we enjoyed our picnic , a 

lazy afternoon chatting, and 
psyching ourselves up for the busy 
week ahead.  Later in the after-
noon, we were joined by Cathy’s 
dad, Peter Breu and his soon-to-be-
bride, Irene, from Marshfield, Wis-
consin.   Supper was on your own, 
and Lillian Thomson served a fresh-
from-her-garden raspberry 
dessert . 
 
Tuesday we were off to 
Winnipeg with our caravan 
leader Don and Lillian 
Thomson.  With everyone 
through the Canadian Port 
of Entry at Walhalla, we 
stopped in Morris, Mani-
toba for hearty breakfast 
and pace ourselves for a noon arri-
val at the Travelers RV Resort on 
Winnipeg’s southeast perimeter. 
 
Following the Welcome Barbeque, 
Region 7 President Don Rogers 
opened the rally with a posting of 
the unit flags by their representa-
tives.  We were welcomed to Winni-
peg by Ms. Molly Bumpers, an al-
leged cousin to a niece of some 
relative’s of the mayor  (portrayed 
by Terrol Rogers).  She gave us in-
sight to the attraction the commu-
nity has to offer and  boggling di-
rections to navigate downtown’s 

“Confusion Corner”.  
In the evening, some people 
headed out to Club Regent Casino 
to try their hand, while many others 
caravanned out to Cooks Creek, to 
tour a historic Ukrainian church and 
grotto.  It was a beautiful place to 
see, and some members returned 

there to take in Sunday service.  
  
Pancakes and sausages were served 
for breakfast Wednesday morning 
by the Wisconsin  Unit.  Following 
breakfast, the Rogers led a caravan 
out to the Mennonite Heritage Vil-
lage, while Ron Skelton, president of 
the Manitoba Unit and a naval vet-
eran, lead a tour to the Naval Mu-
seum of Manitoba.  Those at the 
Mennonite village also enjoyed a 
traditional lunch, including fresh 
bread prepared with flour milled at 
the village. 
  
In the afternoon, there was a tour 
of the Royal Canadian Mint, which 
is a high-tech, high-volume manu-
facturing facility. Every single Cana-
dian circulation coin is produced 
there – literally billions each year.  
 
Following Happy Hour, the motor-
coach arrived to take the group to 
Folklorama, except it wasn’t quite 
big enough, and Don Thomson was 
asked to shuttle around a dozen in 
his van.  The Russian pavilion was 
the first stop for appetizers and the 
show, the Greek pavilion for our 
main entre and their show, and 
later to close the evening with Israel 
for dessert, coffee  and the show .  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

2009 Region 7 Folklorama Rally…...continued 

3rd Int’l VP Don Clark, his wife Jan 
and  Ebie, who is a bit camera shy, or 
rather, just doesn’t care for cameras. 

Jackson Center or Bust! 

Waiting line at the Canadian Port of Entry 



 

 

The Minnesota Unit served oatmeal 
and ice cream for breakfast Thursday.  
Some people headed east to Fantasy 
Lake Golf Course, and prizes were 
awarded at Happy Hour for high low 
scores, most improved score, and a 
consolation prize for the water hazard. 

Ladies Day Out started with a tour of 
the Winnepeg Humane Society with 
our guide, Terrol Rogers.  It is a million-
dollar state-of-the-art building to house 
and care for unwanted animals, and 
was built entirely with donations. From 
there, the ladies visited the Assiniboine 
Park Conservatory, where they had 
lunch and a brief look at the gardens.  
Next, they were off to downtown and 
Nygards Fashion World to shop.  They 
gave everyone a copy of The Fashioni-
sta’s Guide To Survival as a complimen-
tary gift before they left. 

In the afternoon people set off for a 
tour of St. Boniface Museum, the oldest 
remaining structure in the city of Win-
nipeg.  The former grey nuns’ convent 
houses the museum, which was built 
between 1845 and 1851, served as the 
first hospital in Western Canada.    The 
group also got to sample some tasty 
little sweet rolls, dubbed “nun farts”. 
 
Thursday evening’s outing to Folklo-
rama brought the group to Columbia 
and Belgium, and to the Celtic Ireland 
pavilions.  Everyone was impressed 
with the choreography of the step 
dance by the students of the Brady 
Academy of Irish Dance; founder Philip 
Brady credits include numerous com-
petitions and an extensive interna-
tional tour with Lord of the Dance. 
 
North and South Dakota served a ce-
real and toast breakfast Friday morn-
ing as the weather was threatening a 
drippy day—perfect weather for taking 
a drive along the River Road Heritage 
Parkway.  Caravanning north out of 
Winnipeg, we stopped at St Andrew’s 
Church and Rectory, the oldest stone 
church in western Canada used con-
tinuously for worship, and whose 
kneelers are covered in buffalo hide for 
comfort.  We passed the St. Andrew 
Lock and Dam, built in 1910 to bypass 
rapids on the Red River and allow navi-
gation to and from Lake Winnipeg.  
We stopped at Lower Fort Gary Na-
tional Historic Park, where the skies 
opened up just a little more.  But the 
rain could not dampen the opportu-

nity to see these restored buildings 
from Canada’s early history.  All the 
building were attended by costumed 
interpreters who were knew their his-
tory, including the blacksmith who 
was keeping the chill out of his shop. 
Smoke filled the kitchen in the base-
ment of the Governor’s Big House, as 
the cook started the wood oven. 
 
From there, we continued north into 
Selkirk for a quick lunch, and then on 
to Marine Museum of Manitoba.  There 
a number of ships sat together on dry 
land, connected by gangplanks so that 
visitors could go from ship to ship to 
take in the restorations in progress and 
the shipping artifacts. Despite the 
weather, it was a most enjoyable after-
noon with good company and great 
sights to visit…. and just enough time 
to rest up for the evening’s activities. 
 
Friday was “Folklorama on your own” 
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At the Celtic Ireland Pavilion, traditional step dance was showcased by students of the Brady Academy of Irish Dance 

2009 Region 7 Folklorama Rally! 

Larry and Bruce at Steinbach 

At the Greek Pavilion 



 

 

NEWS FROM 
AROUND  

THE REGION 
 
Region 7 is looking for a few 
good officers.  Due to health is-
sues in his family, 1st Vice Presi-
dent Stan Schwenke has stepped 
down from his position.  Please 
contact Don Rogers if you are 
interested in serving. 
 
 
Our good friends and neighbors 
to the north, the Manitoba Unit is 
dissolving this fall.  It is with sad-
ness we see this happen.  We ex-
tend a very warm welcome to 
their members who might wish 
to join the North Dakota Unit, as 
some already have.    
 
We have been invited to attend 
their Fall Finale Rally September 
10-14, 2009, and will be held at  
the Kitche Manitou Campground 
in Spruce Woods Provincial Park.  
This park is just 78 miles north of 
Rolla.  RVSP Ron Skelton before 
Sept. 3, at ph. 204-269-5354 or e-
mail  skelton@cc.umanitoba.ca 

and the North Dakota group de-
cided to visit the German Pavilion.  
Supper was a multitude of choices of 
traditional German foods, including 
sauerkraut, bratwurst, rouladen, and 
apple and cherry 
strudel!  The host 
and hostess for the 
night’s entertain-
ment encouraged 
audience participa-
tion, and we 
jumped in on cue.  
Following the 
show, Don Thom-
son gave us a tour 
of the downtown 
area, before we 
headed back to the 
campground.  A number of others 
continued on to other nearby pavil-
ions afterwards. 
 
Saturday morning, the Region 7 
Business Meeting was held at a local 

church due to the weather.  See our 
“President’s Corner” on 
page 2 for a short synopsis 
of the meeting.  When the 
minutes are released, they 
will be published in a future 
issue of this newsletter. 
 
Back at the campground, 
shore lunch was a walleye 
fish fry to keep everyone 
going for the day.  At 
Happy Hour, Terrol Rogers 
drew names for door 
prizes, the last being “Bride” 
and Groom” t-shirts for Pe-

ter Breu and his fiancée, Irene Gard-
ner.  Peter’s long time friend, Ron 
Skelton, who is a marriage minister 
for the province, along with the rest 
of the group enthusiastically 

“prepped” the happy couple for their 
wedding in a couple months.  After 
Happy Hour, many people headed 
out to the pavilions for the evening. 
 
Sunday morning, the Manitoba Unit 
served coffee, juice and  fresh 
donuts from Tim Hortons.  Farewells 
were taken by many, but several 
members, including the Coonrods, 
were planning to stay on in Winni-
peg, to take in the second week of 
different pavilions.   

***** 

Continued from page 4 
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Folklorama…...continued 

Ron and Rose at the 
Mennonite Heritage 
Village in Steinbach 

At the German Pavilion 

Maggie  
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2009 Installation Rally Schedule2009 Installation Rally Schedule2009 Installation Rally Schedule   
September 17 – 20, 2009  Downstream Campground 

Riverdale, North Dakota      

Loop 
#1 

 
This is a first come first served campground, so no 
reservations need to be made.  We will be in 
Loop 1.  Electric only with drinking water and a 
sewer dump located at the entrance.  Camping 
fee is $14.00 or $7.00 per night with a Golden 
Age or Golden Access card. 
 
Directions to the Downstream Campground:  Go 
west of Riverdale ¾ mile on Hwy 200.  Turn left 
on the black top road towards the fish hatchery 
before the dam.   Go down the hill to the stop 
sign and turn  left, and then right by the fish 
hatchery. Sign there will point towards camp-
ground. 

Thursday, Sept 17 
 
4:00 PM  Happy hour 
6:00  Potluck supper 
 
Friday, Sept 18 
 
8:30 AM Potluck breakfast Coffee & Juice 

provided 
 
Noon Lunch on your own 
 
1:00 PM Tour of Garrison Dam  
 NOTE Please bring photo identifi-

cation - NO CELL PHONES, CAM-
ERAS, OR PURSES ALLOWED  

 
2:30 PM  On the way back to the camp-

ground we will have a self guided 
tour of the Fish Hatchery 

 
4:00 PM Happy hour 
 
6:00 PM Brats on the grill, dessert pro-

vided - Please bring a side dish to 
share. 

Saturday, Sept 19 
 
8:30 AM Pancake & sausage breakfast cof-

fee & juice provided 
 
10:00 AM  Unit Business Meeting 
 
Noon Lunch on your own 
 
4:00 PM Carpool to Knights Bar & Grill for 

an early supper and 2010 Officer 
Installation 
  

Sunday, Sept 20 
 
8:30 AM  Egg McMuffins & fruit breakfast 
 
10:00 AM Church 
 
MAKE SURE YOU BRING GROCERIES AS THE 
STORE IN PICK CITY IS VERY LIMITED 
 
MOTELS: 
Sakakawea Motel & Cabins 701-487-3356 
 Riverdale High Lodge 701-654-9559 


